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CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS & REGISTERED AUDITORS

SPECIALISING IN THE ACCOUNTS AND TAXATION AFFAIRS
OF THE SMALLER BUSINESS AND SELF EMPLOYED.
LIMITED COMPANY FORMATIONS AND AUDITS.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION, WITHOUT OBLIGATION,
ANYTIME BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT.
ANSWERPHONE SERVICE OUT OF NORMAL HOURS.

MUTFORDS, HARE STREET, BUNTINGFORD, HERTFORDSHIRE, SG9 OED
TEL: (01763) 289 466 FAX: (01763) 289 888

Meeting House Boarding Kennels and Cattery

Family run kennels and cattery in 2 acres.
Fully trained staff.

Individual heated kennels with attached

= runs leading on to large grass exercise

| paddocks.

™ Al pets must be fully vaccinated including
| dogs for kennel cough.

- == Vet on call 24/7.

Open for viewing — please call Peter or

" Sarah for an appointment.

Meeting House Boarding Kennels and Cattery,
Warren Lane, Cottered, nr Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 9QG

Phone: 01763 281258 Email: enquiries@meetinghouse-kennels.co.uk
Website: www.meetinghouse-kennels.co.uk
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POLICE STATION:
Baldock Road, Buntingford

GAS

ELECTRICITY

WATER (Veolia)

WATER (Affinity Water)
SEWERAGE (Thames Water)
FLOODLINE

DOCTORS:
Buntingford Medical Centre,
White Hart Close

B ASH (Buntingford Action
for Social Help):

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE,
RAPE, RACE or HATE CRIME

LOCAL COUNCILS

BUNTINGFORD LIBRARY
77 High Street, Buntingford,
SG9 9AE | 01763 274 608

CITIZENS ADVICE EAST
HERTS:

BUNTINGFORD FOOD SUPPORT

I USEFUL LOCAL INFORMATION

Non-emergency telephone: 101
In emergencies dial 999

Emergency (gas leaks) — Freephone 0800 111 999
Emergency (power loss) — Freephone 0800 7838 838
Emergency — Freephone 0800 376 5325

Emergency — 0345 357 2407

Emergency — Telephone 0800 316 9800

Emergency — 0345 988 1188 or 0845 988 1188
Environment Agency Incident Line: 0800 80 70 60

Tel: 01763 271362 (24 hours)

Providing transport for hospital and doctors appointments.

Tel: 07787 183 288

Confidential Information Helpline: 01992 554 440
(in emergency, dial 999)

Buntingford Town Council: 01763 272 222
East Herts District Council: 01279 655 261
Housing - 01279 714 714

Benefits — Freephone 0800 373 852

FOR EMERGENCIES out of office hours:
01279 655 261

Adult Care Services: 0300 123 4042
Children’s Services: 0300 123 4043
Hertfordshire Highways: Report faults online:
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/highwayfaults

Tel: 0300 123 4047

Opening times: Mon, Tue, Thur 10:00 - 17:30
Fri 14:00 — 17:30 Sat 9:00 - 13:00

Telephone enquiries — 0300 123 4049

Option 1 — Renewals 3:00 — 23:45 every day
Option 2 — All other enquiries Mon-Fri 8:00 — 20:00,
Sat 9:00 - 18:00.

More info: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk

Call the CAB Message Line on 01920 459 944 at
anytime and they will call you back. They aim to return
calls within 24 hours (except at weekends).
www.citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk

Buntingfordfoodhub@gmail.com | 07842 889 772



LETTER FROM

appy New Year! It's nice to be back

feeling somewhat refreshed and

rested after our winter break, and

| hope that you have all had a
lovely Christmas break too.

Most of our local groups and clubs that
took a break in December are back up and
running again now and full of ideas for
things you can get involved in this year. The
U3A have published a list of all their events
for the year on p.14 and I'm delighted to
see that the Community Choir have been
saved by finding a new musical director

to take the helm this year. Of course we
also have the newest offering from the
Drama Society to enjoy this month, with

4 performances of 'Out of Focus' to look
forward to.

If you're looking to improve your health in
2025 then Attend2Health and Jacqui
Smith both have lots of help at hand with
everything from fitness to meditation, to
breaking bad habits, to easing aches and
pains, see p30/31 for details.

I'm sure that many of you will be delighted
to read that Buntingford Live! are planning
another Comedy Night in March and they
continue to support our young musicians
with a new event this year. In place of the
much loved Battle of the Bands, there will
be a Buntingford Live Music event in April
for young musicians aged between 11-18.
Applications are now open and close on
Friday 14th February. See p43 for details.

Plenty to keep everyone busy through
these chilly months, it won't be too long

until springtime now!
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EDITORIAL
DEADLINE

Editorial copy deadline for the next
Journal is: 15th February.

Please send all contributions to the
editor on the email address above.

The editor reserves the right to edit
copy received, and add or omit pictures
where necessary.

The views expressed in the letters,
emails and articles in the Buntingford
Journal are not necessarily those of
the editor.

The Buntingford Journal is published
by, but is editorially independent of,
the Buntingford Civic Society. For
information on how to join the Society
and have the Journal delivered to

your door for free, please email:
membership@buntingfordcivic.org.uk
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t has been 2 months since my last article,
where did they go?

The Civic Society Executive Committee

trust you had an enjoyable Christmas,
and your batteries are re-charged for what
promises to be a challenging year ahead.
We know that some of you may not have
had the break that you would have liked and
our thoughts and best wishes for a better
year to come are with you.

Here are some of the things to come this
year that may interest you, especially our
new residents. We are seeking to re-
introduce the “Historic Town “walks. The
last time we did this, was prior to the Covid
pandemic and proved to be very well
received by those that joined us. The walk
normally takes about 2 hours and covers
the High Street from St Peters Church to
Vicarage Road, then up to Layston Church
via "Coffin Walk”, down the Causeway to
the Ford and up Church Street. Along the
way the many historic buildings in the High
Street are identified with an explanation
about a little bit of their History. We hope
that these walks in June will coincide with
“Civic Day”, (date to be confirmed). For
those of you that are interested there is

a booklet available FOC from the Town
Council offices at the Manor House, just pop
in and ask for one.

We are also working with the Town Council
on an event to mark the 80th Anniversary
of the end of WWII. This end of the war was
split between Victory in Europe (VE Day)
8th May 1945, and victory in Japan (VJ Day)
15th August 1945. Keep your eyes open for
more news on this in the coming months.

As reported in the last issue of the Journal,
the Development Management Committee
of EHDC voted to refuse permission for
the Taylor Wimpey application to build 200
dwellings and a new GP surgery on Hare

Member of

Street Road. We, like most of the people
that commented on the application, have
just received notification that the application
is being re-visited by the DMC on 22nd
February. We wait with bated breath to see
the outcome of that meeting.

An interesting announcement from EHDC
planning, is that permission has been
granted for 10,000 new dwellings to be
constructed in the “Gilston” area, just north
of Harlow. If you would like to see more on
this then visit the EHDC website.

We were recently advised that the Chairman
of Civic Voice, lan Harvey, will be stepping
down in 2025 to take on a new role at

the Institute of Place Management at
Manchester Metropolitan University. In a
statement by Martin Hamilton on behalf

of the Civic Voice Trustees, he said,

“lan’s dedication, vision, and leadership
have been instrumental in transforming Civic
Voice from an idea into a respected national
charity that advocates for communities
across the country. His commitment to

our "pride in place" mission has inspired
civic societies nationwide, empowering
communities to engage actively in shaping
the places where they live and work. His
contributions to the civic movement are
immeasurable, and we are deeply grateful
for his tireless commitment to making Civic
Voice the influential body it has become”.

Buntingford Civic Society extend our thanks
and best wishes to lan for his work with Civic
Voice. A replacement will be announced by

Civic Voice over the coming months.

Giahast Waily

Chairman, Buntingford Civic Society

reg. Charity: 1014873



Buntingford

he Senior’s Christmas Lunch was a
great success with 70 of our senior
residents enjoying a Christmas
dinner at the Woodman Inn in
Nuthampstead. This event was funded
by the Town Council and Councillor Jeff
Jones through his Locality budget.

Once again Councillor Bonner and his
team provided an excellent Christmas
Light display and our thanks go to them
for their hard work.

At the time of writing we have been
informed that the decision to refuse

the Taylor Wimpey application for 200
dwellings and a GP Surgery will be re-
visited by the Development Management
Committee at East Herts Council. Once
again our Town Council will robustly object
to the proposals in line with the results

of the public survey, which indicated the
residents were not prepared to accept 200
new homes in exchange for a GP surgery.

The Town Council along with local
churches and the Royal British Legion are
planning an event to celebrate the 80th
anniversary of D Day. This will be held on
the 8th May on Market Hill and at the War

www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk

BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL |

01763 272 222
clerk@buntingford-tc.gov.uk

The Manor House, High Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AB

B @buntingfordtc g @BuntingfordTC

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9am-5pm; closed Friday

Memorial. Further details will follow but
we are keen to hear from any residents
who were in the town on D Day and are
able to give an account of the day from a
personal perspective.

The Manor House is licensed for Civil
Ceremonies and many local residents
have held their marriage ceremonies in
this Grade Il Listed Building. Ideal for
small ceremonies of up to approximately
30 guests. All enquiries to the Clerk’s
office where we will be happy to show you
around and answer any questions.

The management of the Multi Games Area
is now back with the Town Council. If you

wish to hire the MUGA, please contact the
Clerk’s office and we will check availability.

Layston Cemetery is owned and managed
by the Town Council, please call us if you
have an enquiry.

Details of the February Council meetings
below.

In line with GDPR Regulations, the Town
Council has published a number of Privacy
Notices, these can be viewed on the Town
Council web site.

Jill Jones PSLCC Cert HE -Town Clerk

Thursday 6th February 7pm
Thursday 13th February 7pm
Thursday 27th February 7pm

Town Council meetings for the months of February are:

Amenities Committee.

Planning and Resources Committee
Planning Committee and Full Council
All meetings held at The Manor House unless indicated otherwise.




I NEWS FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Clir Jeff Jones, Hertfordshire County Councillor, Buntingford
0300 123 7493 | jeff.jones@hertfordshire.gov.uk

HCC Budget - Integrated Plan (IP)

We have published our draft budget for
the next financial year. The Integrated
Plan outlines how we will spend more
than £1.1 billion on public services that
touch the lives of all residents at every
milestone, while also working to protect
people in Hertfordshire who need the
most support.

The proposals for the coming budget year
outline increased investment of £128
million compared to 2024/25 to protect,
maintain and improve services.

Highlights from the proposed
2025/26 budget include:

e Nearly half a billion pounds will be
spent supporting 30,000 adults to
live well for longer, including an
additional £30 million investment
to support those providing care,
ensuring that caring staff receive
a living wage and to offset the
increased National Insurance costs.
£26m of additional investment will
be spent to ensure that the council
can meet the expected increase in
demand from those requiring care.

e Just over quarter of a billion pounds
will be spent on children’s services,
including £28m of additional
investment to ensure we can continue
to support Children Looked After and
children with disabilities.

e Afurther £2.8m of funding on top of
the previous £7m investment
will be made towards our SEND
improvement programme ‘Making
SEND Everyone’s Business'.

e £100m will be spent
on highways
maintenance works to keep
Hertfordshire moving, an increase
of £6m from the previous year.

e  Funding will be made available
to improve flood protection
and investigations.

e New Prevention and Health
Inequalities Fund of £3.4m to
support residents to stay healthy
and well and address health
inequalities in Hertfordshire over
the next three years.

e  Creating a new Carers Hub to
allow carers to access greater
levels of support.

e  Further investment in a Domestic
Abuse One Stop Shop to enhance
support for people at medium and
standard risk.

In common with councils across the
country, the budget has been set in an
extremely challenging financial context
with increasing demand for services and
costs likely to rise over the next twelve
months if inflation continues its upward
trend and the impact of the introduction
of higher employer National Insurance
contributions is felt.

To reduce the burden placed on
taxpayers, we will continue to drive down
our own internal costs with plans to
deliver £42 million savings by the end of
the 2025/26 financial year, which is on top
of £46 million savings agreed last year.

Despite this, the current proposal
presents a headline budget that requires



the use of £3m of reserves in addition

to having to raise Council Tax by 4.99
per cent (including 2 per cent to support
Adult Social Care) in April.

The draft budget is currently out for
consultation with a closing date of 5th
February '25.

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/
Budget25/

Local Government Reorganisation

The Government are proposing changes
to two tier authorities which would see
District and County Councils merging
and replaced with a Unitary Authority
with an elected Mayor. Two stages to the
proposals include a fast-track process
which would have seen the upcoming
County Council Elections cancelled.

Hertfordshire County Council have opted
for the second stage with discussion on
Unitary being progressed in 2026 with an
expected Unitary Hertfordshire Council
being formed in 2028. Savings of £100
million per year are forecast for a new
unitary authority. Further funding towards
services would be made available by
Government towards unitary authorities
with an elected Mayor.

| believe residents would be in support of
a unitary authority in Hertfordshire which
would mean a Hertfordshire Unitary
Councillor representing you at council
and a single point of contact for service
enquiries and concerns.

Doctors Surgery + 200 Homes

| was disappointed and surprised to
receive notice that the planning
application for the new doctors surgery
and 200 new homes, outside the town
at Hare St Road, is being brought back
to DMC on 22nd January for further

consideration. In November DMC
Committee Members voted to refuse this
application despite a recommendation
from planning officers to approve the
application. Bringing an application that
has already been decided by committee
is unprecedented and indicates that East
Herts District Council planners are hell
bent on getting this application approved.
| have challenged the legality of EHDC
decision to hear the application again and
to date have not had a response.

Walking Football

Buntingford Town Walking Football are
keen to attract new members at our
Saturday morning sessions at the MUGA,
Norfolk Road Playing Fields. If you are
over 50, keen to stay active, and enjoy
playing the “beautiful game”, come along
at 10am Saturday mornings and give it a
try. The first session is free and then £3 for
future sessions. There is a mixture of ages
and abilities, ranging from 50 years to our
oldest member, 73 years. Come along
and “give it a try”.

Councillor Surgery

If you would like to discuss any County
Council issues in person, please contact
me for an appointment. | am always
available by phone or email on the
contact details above.



g LETTERS & EMAILS TO THE EDITOR

Write to us at: journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

untingford Dramatic Society were

delighted to take part in the

wonderful Christmas tree festival

at St Mary's Church, Aspenden.
Our tree featured non-food items urgently
needed by Buntingford Food Support to
help local families at this challenging time
of year.

We would like to thank all of our members
and friends for their generous donations.
The tree was certainly unconventional and
proved to be somewhat of a talking point!
The feedback ranged from “inspired”

to “inappropriate” but most importantly

it highlighted the wonderful work of
Buntingford Food Support.

Many thanks to all involved.

Buntingford Dramatic Society

he Buntingford Chamber of
Commerce was delighted to see
so many people in town for Late
Night Shopping at the end of
November. (See cover photo.) Supporting
local businesses is our top priority, and
we're excited to announce plans for
monthly networking events to strengthen
our community connections, the next
one being the 13th February at 7.30pm
at The Fox and Duck in Buntingford for
Members of the Chamber of Commerce.

Events like Late Night Shopping and the
Car Show require significant effort to
organise, and we'd greatly appreciate
help from volunteers. If you're able

to spare some time to support these
initiatives, we'd love to hear from you.
Together, we can make a big difference!
www.buntingfordchamberofcommerce.
co.uk

Christmas Tree Festival - U3A's Gill at work
10



WARD FREMAN

COMMUNITY
GROUP

POOL

Joanne Willett, Trustee
jwillett@wardfremanpool.org
www.wardfremanpool.org
WardFremanPool

ver the festive period we reached
the first anniversary of the Ward
Freman swimming pool closure.
Whilst at this stage in our journey
we would have loved to be sharing with
you positive news of when the pool will
reopen, we are not there yet. Last year
we were disappointed that the change
in Government meant the closure of the
Community Ownership Fund, from which we
had hoped to secure a grant of £800,000. In
April though, the Ward Freman Community
Pool Group charity will have been registered
for a year and this will make us eligible to
apply for other charitable funding.

We still do not have definitive quotes for
the work that needs to be completed, but
we are thinking that £450,000 will enable
us to get the doors open again. Further
investment will still then be needed to
reduce running costs and update the
changing rooms.

East Herts District Council is still pledging
£200,000 towards getting the pool
reopen, in addition to a historical £16,000
$106 funding for the pool. We will be
approaching Buntingford Town Council to
request if they would consider making a
significant grant from unallocated reserves.

December was a busy month of fundraising
with £2,325 being raised in total: £530 Table
top sale, £230 Twelve Ducks of Christmas
competition, £965 Selling ‘Shop local,

Swim local’ bags at the Coop on Christmas
Eve, £600 Selling refreshments at the
Buntingford 10 running event.

In total we have raised £16,500 to date.

We are extremely proud that local
businesses are supporting our charity and
are thankful to the 14 who made it onto
our ‘Shop Local, Swim Local’ bag. The

11

production costs of these bags has been
met by those businesses so for every
bag that is purchased at £5, every penny
goes towards helping get the pool open.
Trustees and volunteers had a great day
on Christmas Eve selling these bags at
the Coop and they can still be purchased
at Mark Doel Butchers, The Buntingford
Coffee Shop or at our fundraising events.

Volunteer knitters have been making ‘Bill —
the duck who couldn’t swim’ and you may
have seen these ducks during December in
local businesses supporting our 12 ducks of
Christmas competition. We hope to have
more duck themed fundraising events this
year including a duck race in the river. If you
have any experience or just enthusiasm and
could help organise this or other events
please get in touch.

In closing may | say a big thank you for all
the support the community has shown so far
and hope that you can continue to support
us as we try and make 2025 the year we start
our countdown to reopening.




citizens

advice

amp and mould has built up

in our home over the

winter. It started around

the windows but now it's
spread. I've been chasing our letting
agency, who say they’ll speak to our
landlord but there's been no action
and I'm really worried about how
this might affect our health. Our
tenancy agreement isn't up for six
months, what can | do?

ou’'ve done the right thing by
reporting the issue to your
letting agency. It's not always
easy to work out the cause of
damp and mould, and your landlord
might suggest that something you're
doing is contributing to it. However,
your landlord will be responsible
for the issue if it's being caused by
structural problems or disrepair such
as a leaking roof or bad insulation.

Damp is when an area of your
property doesn’t dry out, often
because it's cold. Damp can lead

to mould, which is a fungus that
grows in areas where warm damp
air condenses on cold surfaces, like
window frames. On our website you
can find information which will help
you work out what type of damp you
have, who is responsible and what
you can do about it. You should also
check your tenancy agreement for
mentions of repairs and damp.

Your landlord is responsible for fixing
a damp problem if it's making your
home unsafe to live in. For example,

castreres

www.citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk
01920 459 944

this could be if it's affecting your
health or the health of someone
living in the property with you. Your
landlord will also be responsible if
the damp is related to repairs they
should have carried out, for example
if the roof is damaged. They would
also have to cover the cost of repairs
to any items damaged by the damp,
including carpets and furniture.

One of the things that can contribute
to damp and mould is condensation.
One of the best ways to prevent
condensation is to keep homes
well-heated and ventilated, but high
heating costs and cold weather can
make this difficult for lots of us. If
you're finding it hard to insulate and
heat your home, check our website to
see if you're eligible for support.

There are steps you can take to make
sure you're not contributing to a
damp problem, and making it worse.
Our website has advice on what to
avoid, like drying clothes on heaters,
blocking air vents, or using portable
gas heaters. However, showering,
cooking, and laundry are the kinds of
things everyone expects to be able to
do in their homes. If the property can't
be heated and ventilated adequately
to cope with normal day-to-day living
activities, then it's the property that's
the problem, not your behaviour.

If your landlord is responsible for the
damp in your home but doesn’t do
anything about it, there are steps you
can take, like reporting them to the

Continues >



local authority. And as a private renter,
if you've got evidence from a health
professional that damp is making you
ill, you may be able to get free legal
advice through Legal Aid.

As a last resort, you might decide you
just want to leave the property but
getting out of a tenancy agreement
early can be difficult. There's
information on our website about
how to go about this but remember
this can be hard and there might be
things you haven't tried yet.

If you need advice, the quickest
way is to call our Message Line:

01920 459 944
Mon — Thurs

Or visit our website:
www.citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk.

If you don’t have phone or email
or need extra support, Citizens
Advice Contact Centre in Manor
House, Buntingford, is open every
Monday from 11am to 1pm,
where our friendly staff will listen
to what’s happening and help you
work out what to do next.
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BUNTINGFORD ACTION
FOR SOCIAL HELP

Volunteer Hospital
Driver Service

BASH HAS CHANGED
NUMBER !! |

To get the usual efficient, friendly
driver to the doctor’s surgery, a
dentist, one of the hospitals within
our area or, occasionally, to visit a
sick relative, you will now need to
ring a new phone number.

In future you will need to phone:

07787 183 288

where you will reach one of our
friendly committee members, or you
can leave a message and someone
will return your call.

The Buntingford Journal is produced
and distributed by the Buntingford
Civic Society, who was established

in 1971 with the aim of improving the
fabric of the Town. Annual household
membership is just £10 and includes
delivery of the Buntingford Journal (10
issues a year) to your door. If you would
like to join the Civic Society, you can
download an application form from the
BCS website: www.buntingfordcivic.
org.uk or email the Membership
Secretary, Peter Hay, at membership@
buntingfordcivic.org.uk

The Buntingford Journal can also be
purchased from:

THE CO-OP, BUDGENS/POST OFFICE
LOCKS, STOCK & MORE, MARK DOEL

BUTCHERS, THE CHEESE PLATE, KIM
on the CARD STALL




learn,
icugh, N
ive

mydal

Buntingfor

www.u3asites.org.uk/buntingford
Jean Cook

then voted for their favourite tree. First
place went to the Army Cadets who
made a tree of food parcels (subsequently

t Mary’s Church, Aspenden
organised its first Christmas Tree
Festival in December and our

u3a took part. Many items were
made by the They Matter, Pottery and
Crafty Chat Groups and depicted some
of our 31+ groups. The tree itself was
then decorated by Gill Alderton (see

delivered), 2nd the Gardening Club with
a bean cane wigwam decorated with
horticultural bits and bobs and 3rd was
a small hand knitted tree made by Lil
Foster, a member of St. Peter’s Church.

photo on page 10). The two day weekend
event was open free to the public who

Our Speakers for the rest of 2025 are:

Date

Speaker & Title

February 10th

Clare Mulley an English biographer of notable women: “Agent ZO" - the
untold Story of Fearless WW2 resistance Fighter Elzbieta Zawacka.

March 10th Simon Keable-Elliot: “Robert Keable - Utterly immoral WW1 Chaplain”
- an extraordinary tale, highly recommended by other u3a groups.

April 14th Charles Garland: "Dad’s Army” - A fascinating insight into the making of
this very popular Television Sitcom.

May 12th Charlie Haylock: “The History of Spoken English pt 2” — we welcome
Charlie again for this fascinating talk, language developed from the Tudors
and Stuarts.

June 9th Mike Barbakoff: “Bletchley Park WW2 History” — Mike, a volunteer Guide
will tell us about the Code Breakers.

July 14th Lee Baddock: “Buntingford Dramatic Society” - the History of the society's
past, present and future productions.

August NO MEETING

September 8th Becky Moore, zoo educator: “Hertfordshire Zoo (formerly Paradise Wildlife

Park)” - its history, recent developments and future.

October 13th

AGM

November 10th

Richard Thomas: “Flanders Fields to the Tower” — a topical talk Around
Remembrance Day

December 8th

An a cappella choir: “Christmas themed a cappella” - a short history of a
Cappella, before they perform their music

Membership of the u3a is open to anyone not in full time occupation.
We meet at the Seth Ward Community Centre on the Second Monday of the month - 1.30pm

Please visit our website for news and details of all our groups.

www.u3asites.org.uk/buntingford - New members always welcome.

14
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Community
Choir

fter months of anguish and

worry, | can finally announce

that the Choir has found a

new Musical Director. Carole
Bowerman has agreed to take charge
from Monday 13th January.

Carole has a fabulous musical
background and has led a Community
Choir in the past. The committee are
delighted by the news and have every

BUNTINGFORD GARDENER'S cLUB

Next Meeting: Wednesday, 5th February

At: The URC Hall, Baldock Road

Doors open: 7:45pm for 8pm start
ardening is good exercise both
physically and mentally and
enjoyment also comes from
appreciation, without getting

your hands dirty!

How about starting the New Year off by
joining us and making new friends?

Come and see what goes on as a visitor
— there is no upfront commitment.

I am pleased to say that our unique
Christmas Tree design came 2nd in
the first ever Aspenden Christmas Tree
Festival at St. Mary's Church — very well
done to all those involved.

For our first meeting of the New Year on
5th February, Nic Wilson will be giving

a talk on “Four and Twenty Blackbirds”,
which includes how to create a bird-
friendly garden that sings in every
season. Nic is a garden and nature writer
who writes for BBC Gardeners’ World
magazine, features within the RSPB
website and the RHS Garden magazine.
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) www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk
* info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk
Paul Webster

confidence that she will be a perfect fit for
our Choir.

We still meet on Monday evenings 7.30 at
Millfield School in Buntingford for more
information email.

info@buntingfordchoir.co.uk

Or for more information go to our
website: www.buntingfordchoir.co.uk

The club has monthly meetings on the 1st
Wednesday of every month (no meetings
in January or August).

We have speakers giving talks on a
variety of subjects, as well as quizzes,
demonstrations and outings.

Over a cup of tea or coffee, we catch up
and help each other with gardening tips,
whilst sharing common interests.

Annual membership costs just £20 and
this time of year we offer a half-year
membership costing only £10. Visitors are
also welcome at £3.00 per visit.

For further information, please contact
the Secretary telephone 01763 271885.

Hope to see you there.



hope you all managed to go along

to the Library during December to

see the Christmas scene which was

created by our talented craft ladies.
If not, here it is!

In December we held our Christmas
Celebration in Christ Church. The
Church looked beautiful and it was
lovely to see everyone who came.

After carols and readings, we all moved
into the Church Hall for mince pies and
mulled wine. We reluctantly decided to
cancel our traditional January party as
the awful weather combined with illness
meant that too many members were
not able to come.

Our next meeting is on Thursday
13th February at the United
Reformed Church Hall in Baldock
Road (opposite Budgens and the Post
Office) at 7.15 for 7.30 start. Our
guest speaker is Kate Hufton and she

16

—e ™

INSPIRING WOMEN

- :lL gl
L__,l Al

—_‘_ 5'.—.. A B

®

will tell us all about the wonderful
work of the Hertfordshire Air
Ambulance. We welcome visitors to
all our meetings and would love to
see you if you are new to Buntingford
(and even if you're not!) — just turn up
on the night and come to see what
Buntingford W.I. is all about.

During lockdown a group of us
started to meet in the garden of
Pigs Nose Cottage, calling ourselves
Friday Friends, and this was so
popular that it has now become a
regular monthly event, except we
now meet in the URC Hall. Friday
Friends now meet on the first Friday
of the month from 10.30 till midday
to enjoy coffee and chat. If anyone
would like to come and meet us we
would be pleased to see you.

If you would like further information
about Buntingford W.I. telephone our
Secretary, Pat, on 01763 271 305.



I REED GARDEN CLUB [

Sue Huggins

February 12th 2-4pm
This months speaker
Kerry Austen “Plants for winter interest”

Reed village hall, £3 entrance tea/coffee

Diana Foster

e have three all weather
courts and new members are
always welcome.

PAY TO PLAY: is available to
all if you just want to book a court. £8
per hour for adults or £4 for under 16's.
We even have availability at weekends.
Contact Sally Bradshaw on 01920 821152.

COACHING: our Head Coach is Cliff
Devonshire, who is an LTA level 4
performance coach. Cliff has introduced
programs for all types of players from
junior to experienced club members,
these are run term time only. For

more information please contact Cliff

on 07709 355655 or email him at
clifforddevonshire@hotmail.com

ADULT TENNIS: Wednesday morning 10
- 12 and Friday afternoon from 1.45pm.
Contact Sally Bradshaw on 01920 821152.
These sessions usually attract around 8
players of varying ability. We play doubles
and change round regularly which gives an
opportunity to play with different people.

CLUB NIGHT: Tuesday 6pm also Sunday
morning from 10am. All members are
welcome. There is a WhatsApp group to
ensure there will be players there.
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STANDON & PUCKERIDGE TENNIS CLUB |

www.standon-ltc.co.uk

TEAMS: This summer the Men's First
Team won Division 1 of Hertfordshire
Hot Rackets and have been promoted to
the Premier Division, that is an amazing
achievement for a small village club.

In the winter we have a Mixed, Men'’s and
Ladies Team in the Essex Small Clubs
League as well as an over 60’s Ladies
Team in the Hertfordshire League and a
Mixed Team in the East Herts League. This
winter, for the first time, we have entered
6 junior teams in the Hertfordshire League.

Contact Diana Foster on 07778 031 430
for more information on the adult teams
and Cliff Devonshire on 07709 355 655 for
the juniors

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME: Special
rates for parent/child/family memberships,
for details contact Sally Bradshaw 01920
821 152.

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.
com/standonpuckeridgeltc or check out
our website: standon-ltc.co.uk



I BUNTINGFORD SCHOOL OF DANCE [ ' =~
SCHOOL of DANCE

Zoé Eaglesfield www.buntingfordschoolofdance.co.uk
I3 Buntingford School of Dance | (G) buntingfordschoolofdance

t was lovely to meet so many people at
our stall at Late Night Shopping at the

end of November and have welcomed ‘
new pupils to our classes this term. Discover more

istd.org

Preparations are under way for our show
in June. Pupils will start learning dances
in classes later this term, so they are well
prepared to perform to family and friends
at showtime. Tickets will be on sale via
the venue nearer the time so if you want
to come along and see what we do, keep
an eye out for more information over the
coming months.

There is still time to enrol in classes for this
term, so if you know a budding dancer
who would like to join classes and be a
part of our show do get in touch for more
details. We hold classes in the centre of 4
Buntingford for all ages from toddlers to il

adults and offer Baby Boppers, Ballet, SCAN ME
Commercial/Street, Modern/Jazz and Tap.

Pupils of all ages and abilities are * : %’% ’

welcome, whether you have done any T —_—

kind of dance before or not. Buntingford SCHOOL of DANCE
Classes are at the URC Hall, Baldock

Road; our adult tap class is'as at Barkway BALLET

Village Hall.

oweaweae | MODERN/JAZZ
CErs pANCE! TAP

2025 by inviting STRE ET/

friends and
famil ioi

e e COMMERCI
Let's Dance! is a
national campaign,

spearheaded by Angela Rippon CBE, to * f @
inspire everyone in the UK to embrace *

dance as a way to improve their health, ADMIN@BUNTINGFORDSCHOOLOFDANCE.CO.UK
connect with others and have fun.
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CONGRATUALATIONS! To BSD pupil
Chloe who was Runner Up in her section at
the Cecchetti Mabel Ryan Awards in mid-
November. Following her success Chloe
has been awarded a full tuition scholarship
for a place on a One Day Ballet Intensive
at Central School of Ballet.

ew year and we're back so why
not come in out of the cold and
join us for a social afternoon of
tea or coffee and Bingo.

If you wish to trial/register for classes,
want more information or to join our
mailing list please use the QR code and
state class type you are interested in,
email us or visit our website contact page.

THE BUNTINGFORD SENIOR CITIZENS' CLUB |

We meet every Monday (except Bank
Holidays) 1:30pm for 2pm in the Church
Hall opposite The Post Office in Baldock
Road.

For more information please call Val on: 01763 27 2019.

ollowing our highly successful
Winter Supper and Beetle Drive
events, we continue with:

Friday 7th February 2025 - FILM
NIGHT & Supper

We are presenting The Miracle Club.

There's just one dream for the women of
Ballygar, to taste freedom and win a
pilgrimage to the sacred French town of
Lourdes.

Maggie Smith, Laura Linney and Kathy
Bates star in this comedy drama which
became Maggie Smith’s last film.

Entry is £7.50 to cover a Chilli supper and
hall hire with doors open at 7:00pm
(advance booking essential).

Monday 17th February 2025 -
Coach trip to the Royal Opera
House for a Tea Dance.

Tango, waltz and quickstep along to the
world famous Royal Opera House Dance
Band, in the stunning Paul Hamlyn Hall.
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BRAUGHING GET TOGETHER |

The dance band stops at 2.30pm, giving
ample time for looking around the Opera
House, its interesting photo gallery,
refreshments in the cafe afterwards and of
course, retail therapy in the shop.

Richmond Coaches will pick us up from
The Square at 9.50am and leave London
at 4pm.

Booking is essential. Price is £60pp to
include entrance and coach journeys.

March 2025 - MURDER MYSTERY

Once again we will offer our ever popular
Murder Mystery evening.

Date and time to be advised nearer the
time.

For more information or to book your
place for any of the above events, contact
Cynthia Matthews or Marion Saunders.

Email: cynthia.matthews44@gmail.com /
Telephone: 01920 822 230 or 07933 202
547

Email: marionjsaunders@gmail.com /
Telephone 07887 915 215



I BUNTINGFORD DRAMATIC SOCIETY I

www.buntingforddrama.uk n buntingforddramaticsociety

Hello my lovelies!

| am back and | know just how much you've all been
gagging for a little bit more from me, given my innate
ability to dig deep and get under the covers. | know I've
tempted you with titbits in previous publications of this
magnificent journal, but here is a little more.

| can let you into a little bit of a secret... no, | can, really.
| popped down to the Seth Ward Community Centre

to watch the rehearsals for “Out Of Focus”, the latest
light-hearted production from the Buntingford Dramatic
Society. It is being staged on the 7th, 8th, 14th and 15th
Feb at what | euphemistically refer to as “The Seth”.

B 55
SMgford DramatictSociety"

“-

Well, the poor things called me in a
tizz and asked for some help and
some rousing words, and well, while
| was there, | spied some new faces
in the cast. | mean - bless them - the
existing players ARE looking a little
long in the tooth, but these new
faces were a breath of fresh air. Of
course, | was able to give them some
uplifting advice thanks to my vast
wide ranging experience working
under many prominent people,
coupled with my enviable bone
structure. But | tell you this, the show
isn't half bad. | laughed like a drain -
and that was only at rehearsals when
they got their lines in a twist and the
fuse blew.

Trust me, get online and get booking Tth 8th 14th 15th February 2025

at www.buntingforddrama.uk! Or ‘ .
that FOMO or Fear Of Missin g Out Seth‘Ward Community Centre, Bummgftl)rd wrlff::;ﬂ;:ﬂlj:’::nuk
will haunt you and leave you with Evening 19:15for 20.00  £17.00 (with cold platter)

an empty hollow in your stomach Matinée  13:30 for 14:00  £12.00
forever more. Get down to see the Tl senice sl

show. There is a bar as usual with
table service, so you can watch
the play or give into the soothing power of their renowned Prosecco and get quietly
sloshed... or in my case, not so quietly. I'll see you there.

t (©) etuingfordiramaticsociey éﬁ?

Lots of love and kisses on the bottom, Gladis Aman
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he turn of the year is always a
good time to reflect on how far
we have come and what lies
ahead. Its at least 6 years ago
when Buntingford Town Council (aka
Graham Waite) invited residents and the
local wildlife trust (aka Sarah Perry) to an
open meeting at the council offices to
discuss what might be done to restore the
River Rib to its former chalk stream glory.
| had absolutely no idea, but did know
from walking my grandchildren round to
Leyston Gardens it wasn't supposed to
threaten to overflow its banks in winter
then turn black and dry up completely
in the summer. And where were the
dragonflies and mayflies, not to mention
the minnows and trout, characteristic of
healthy chalk streams?

Fast forward 6 years and where are we?
Well the stretch between the Causeway
Ford and High street bridge has been
re-engineered with islands (‘berms’) of
native planting and S-shaped bends of
faster water to keep the gravels clean of
suffocating silts, awaiting re-population
by aquatic insects to feed the birds ducks
and fish. RiverWatch volunteers aided

by Affinity Water staff spent 4 years
pulling up those 6 foot tall pretty pink but
‘invasive non-native’ Himalayan Balsam
flowers that seed and suffocate all the
native species, attracting all the bees
away from your garden flowers. We're

on track to eradicate the invasive Giant
Hogweed (8 feet tall with a sting 1000x
more dangerous than a nettle) found
among the balsam. With Buntingford
pretty well sorted the 'INNS eradication’
effort followed the Rib downstream to the
south side of Aspenden, last year down to
Puckerage, and this year on to Standon,
which remains heavily infested.

Dr Derrick Guy I

Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust,
I - Living Rivers Champion
love.your.chalk.stream@gmail.com
Apart from those opportunities to get
involved, government sponsored training
of volunteers in ‘citizen science’ projects
is now being rolled out nationwide,
starting with a pilot scheme (CaSTCo) on
six river catchments across the country.
The Rib is not specifically included but
our nearest neighbour the River Beane
is, managed by our own advisers from
the Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust (see
Sarah Perry earlier). Our policy is to avail
ourselves of all and any opportunity for
free training. We are very fortunate that
Sarah and Nicola at the HMWT can make
sure we are kindly included in meetings
and training sessions. Currently activities
include regular sampling of aquatic
insects (aka Riverfly Monitoring), Nitrate
and Phosphate testing, and training in
various other environmental assessments
of the health of a river, such as sediment
loads etc. Not forgetting the eDNA
sampling | mentioned on these pages last
month. If you are looking to get involved
in something ‘completely different’ that's
not too demanding but very rewarding,
you are very welcome to join us, contact
details below:

Join us on WhatsApp and Facebook
(closed private groups — so no spam etc.)
search for “RiverWatch — Buntingford”

Contact me via
email: love.your.
chalk.stream@gmail.
com

Large Egret &
Kingfisher — source : FB.

Lets aspire to replace
photo with our

own Little Egret &
Kingfisher on the Rib?
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BUNTINGFORD WRITER'S GROUP

Mona Lisa in Blue Jeans
A romantic tale for Valentine's Day.

iam felt exasperated; here was

another day in prospect when

he must begin interviewing

these unsuitable young
aspiring actresses again. Why did
the agency send all these hopeless
candidates? Was this the best they
could offer him?

It's time to change agencies, he
thought to himself.

What was he to say to these young
hopefuls? How do we let them down
gently? How do we destroy their
hopes? Goodness, he had been there
himself a lifetime ago.

Now, he was on the other side of the
Camera, and it had been a hard-
fought journey. He muttered, "l've
been in this business too long."That
morning, as he had peered into his
bathroom mirror, he had considered
the newly discovered greying hair

at his temples. Perhaps his time had
passed; should he doubt himself? He
firmly believed he could make this
happen; the time was right.

He knew what he wanted; why was
that so difficult for Teresa at the
agency to interpret? He had made it
clear, hadn't he?

This was Liam's dream, a remake of
Gone with the Wind.

He was going to make it happen and
felt convinced it would be a success.

He believed passionately that there
would be a new young audience,

too young to have seen the original
motion picture with the glorious Vivien
Leigh but ready for the romance of his
interpretation of the story.

He had cast all the main characters,
and filming would begin in one
month, but where was his Scarlet
O'Hara? Blonde or brunette, if she is
right, that wouldn't matter; perhaps
it would even enhance the role. His
thoughts were interrupted, and his
assistant Penny tentatively tapped
his door. She knew his moods were
unpredictable at this time, and
everyone around Liam was feeling
the stress.

"Liam, this is Lisa; the agency has
sent her."

"Come in, come in." Liam was
studying the current rewrite of scene
two and didn't look up from his desk
at first. "Ok, let's hear you. Have you
brought your script?"

"Excuse me, there must be some
mistake. | don't have a script.”

"Then what the blazes are you doing
here? Don't waste my time."

Exasperated, Liam raised his eyes and
met her steely gaze.

Suddenly, to him, it felt like the moon
and the stars had collided. The effect
was breathtaking, and now he was
lost for words.

Her glorious cascade of auburn hair
and her body was curvaceous



beneath her Gypsy-style blouse, and
her blue denim jeans clearly showed
her shapely legs and the rounded
curve of her hips.

What a beauty! He couldn't take his
eyes away from her. She was
stunning, and her blazing grey eyes

appraised him.

She stood defiantly, with her hands on
her hips, her eyes defiant with
indignation. "The Catering agency
sent me to take your order for the
reception on Friday evening."

Her eyes were indignant with anger.
Lisa wasn't prepared to be spoken
to like that; throwing the menu across
his desk and turning, she made for
the door.

'Stop! I'm sorry | didn't mean to be
rude. | thought you were from the
theatrical agency; let's start again. I'm
Liam; hello, Lisa."

Lisa stared hard at this attractive man.
She noticed he appeared to be in his
mid-40s, and the way he was looking
at her made her feel as if she was the
most beautiful woman in the world.

She hesitated, unsure of herself. Liam
held her gaze.

She was no Scarlet O' Hara; Lisa was
so much more!

Neither one of them noticed; as his
assistant Penny left the room, the
door closed with a soft click.

e always welcome
new members to
Buntingford Writers
group. There is no
membership fee, and no demand
except to join in and contribute.
In the summer we meet at Mill
End Garden Centre and in the
winter in each other's homes.

About three times a year the
Writers Group meets in the back
room of Buntingford library

to write together for a couple

of hours. As writing can be a
solitary activity, getting together
with laptops, paper and pens,
checking in to see how we're
doing every now and again, can
be a treat. It usually results in a
whole lot of writing getting done.

We've now added Author Talks
to our activities. Some of you
may have heard Lucy Lewis last
summer talking about Lighting
the Fuse and Phillipa Sage
talking about Jeremy Clarkson at
Seth Ward Community Centre,
both excellent speakers and an
opportunity to hear published
authors speak about their work.

Contact Chris Kell at
chriskell37@gmail.com if you
think you might be interested

in attending a Writers Group
meeting. We'd love to meet you.



BUNTINGFORD LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

buntingfordlocalhistorygroup@hotmail.com

ast months meeting, the first of

2025 was all about the builders

of Buntingford. This talk came

about after | found an old ledger in
amongst the Heritage collection of items.

The book was started on the 7th May
1870 and was a record of the men who
worked as builders for an unnamed
company. It showed the jobs they had
undertaken, how many hours they had
worked each day and who the customers
had been. The final entry had been on
23rd November 1872. As there was no
clue in the ledger as to who these men
had been employed by, | decided to try
to trace the company.

| began by looking to see who the main
builders in the town were, so | started
with the earliest Pigott's directory (sort of
early yellow pages). The first one | could
find was 1825 which showed the main
builder as being William Bray, however
further research showed he had died

in 1836 so that ruled him out. | then
looked at the 1841 census which showed
Nathan Warren as living with his family in
the High Street. Whilst it didn’t give an
exact address, | could narrow it down to
being on the east side of the High Street
possibly around 28, now Days bakers.

28 had for many years been a building
company, many of you may remember it
being Handy's property.

Further research showed that Nathan
Warren had indeed been a builder but
then became a farmer at Little Hormead
Bury and had sold his building business to
William Gibbons on 28th June 1855.

The census results for 1861 showed
William as living at 28 High Street with
his wife and employing 32 men and 4

boys as builders. William had been born
in Needham Market, Suffolk, and his wife
was from Headcorn in Kent, so neither

of them were locals. However, William
soon established himself as a builder of
some repute. He was employed in a lot
of restoration work in local churches, he
had built many of the buildings for the
new Buntingford Railway Station, and had
worked for many of the local land and
property owners in the area. In addition to
providing building services William owned
his own brick and tile making business,
and also lime burning, as lime was widely
used in the building trade. Examples of
Williams bricks have been found each
carries a mark of WG on them.

In the census for 1871 William was
employing 60 men, so by far the biggest
local employer. The Gibbons had no
children, but lodging with them was
Thomas Nevett working as a building clerk.

Thomas was to become well known and
respected in Buntingford and on William’s
death in 1879, Thomas bought the
business and continued with the same kind
of work as William had undertaken. He
restored many churches, and is responsible
for designing the cover on the font at
Aspenden church. He also undertook
building many new buildings, his style was
red brick base with timber upper floors,
rendered with mortar. One example is

the Technical Institute which he built for
£750. Thomas married Elizabeth Coleman,
daughter of George Coleman of Throcking
Hall. The wedding took place in Throcking
church on 20th September 1883.

Like William he continued to produce his
own bricks now marked with an N and
presumably still burning lime for use in
his business.



Thomas
became fully
immersed

in the life of
Buntingford.
He became
chairman of
Layston parish
council, vice
chairman of
Buntingford
district
council,
chairman of
Buntingford

Gas Company, o
and a member of the local board of
guardians, who looked after the running
of the workhouse. His wife, also supported
local charities especially the nursing fund.

Whilst this photo courtesy of Buntingford
in Old Photo’s Facebook page, shows G
Handy’s name on the sign, this was the
place also used by Nevett and Gibbons,
and maybe even Nathan Warren. The date
it was built is not known but buildings in
the yard which ran behind this building;
when demolished contained bricks with
the initials WG. The yard extended into
Church Street, and this was where the
main entrance was for the yard.

Thomas and Elizabeth had a house built in

what was at the time called Back Lane,
they called it Bowling Green House as
there was at one time a bowling green on
the site. The house stood in large grounds
which were eventually sold off and houses
built on the land becoming Bowlers Mead.

The impressive house still remains. Thomas
sold his business to Jacklin and Co of
Royston in about 1910. Unfortunately, in
October 1914 he became quite ill, he died
on 14th June 1915. The funeral took place
at Throcking church attended by large
numbers of locals, other businessmen and
most of his old staff, his grave is next to

his wife's parents. Elizabeth died on 2nd
March 1941.

Jacklin’s like the previous builders to
occupy the site, continued to work in

the local area. One of their big projects
was the building of St Richards church.
Although they had a manager living at 28
High Street, by the name of Alfred Mann,
George Handy oversaw the work on the
church. Because of a lack of funds, only
the nave, sanctuary, and sacristy were built
with other parts added at a later date.

Continues >



BUNTINGFORD LOCAL HISTORY GROUP CONT...

This picture shows works on the
church; the man on the right is
George Handy.

George was born in
Worcestershire in 1876 and
married Dora Good in 1899. By
1914 maybe before that date
he was working for Jacklin. On
the 1921 census he stated he
was the building manager for
Jacklin and living at 28 High
Street. George and Dora had
5 sons Colin, Fred, Harry, Roy
and John. By the mid 1920's

George must have bought the business In December 1983 the business closed,
from Jacklin, and as his sons became old  with developers buying the site and
enough, they followed their father into demolishing all the buildings within the
the family business. Handy’s built the yard and the buildings at 28 High Street.
tower and porch at St Richards, they did Mrs Handy offered the Cage which
restoration work on Layston Church and Handy’s owned to the Civic Society to be
renovated many local properties. Like preserved for the townsfolk. However,
many builders they undertook funerals the developers argued that the land on
and this picture shows the mortuary and which the Cage sat was part of the land
the gates to the yard. they had purchased, it being land referred
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to as Town Hall land. This was a piece of
land originally donated by Mrs Campbell
to build a “public hall” on. After much
arguing the developers said that if they
were allowed to build on the “town hall
land” they would give the land the Cage
sat on to the civic society. The “town hall
land” became Dell Springs, and Handy's
old yard was built on and became, Ermine
Court, Bakehouse Court, a new shop at 28
High Street, now Days Bakery.

The next major builder was Charlie Harris,
born in 1904, he and his parents moved
to a cottage in the Folly in 1907, later
moving to a cottage in Baldock Road.
When he left school he got a job as a
builder in London, commuting daily by
train to work. He met his wife on the
daily commute and married her in 1928.
They had 3 children, Charlie, Olive and
Maurice. During the war years Olive and
the children moved back to Buntingford
from London and when Charlie was
demobbed, he decided they should stay
in Buntingford. They purchased a shop

at 30 High Street, now Peppermill, which
his wife ran selling hardware and building
supplies. Charlie started a building
business and as soon as Charlie junior and
Maurice were old enough, they joined
their father in the work. They soon sold
the shop and moved the building business
to the Folly where they had bought

some land. Charlie specialised in buying
old properties and renovating them. He
bought many shops in the High Street
when they became vacant, refurbished
them then either sold them on or rented
them out. In addition to that he purchased
all the cottages in the Folly originally
known as Flint Cottages and converted
them into 4 larger cottages. He built a
house for him and his family at the end of
the row of cottages. Charlie refurbished
the George and Dragon public house
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converting the many parts into 2 shops
and several houses and flats. All his
children helped in the business, Olive
doing the accounts and the sons helping
with the building work, when Charlie
died in 1981, they continued to run the
business until they all retired.

Other local builders were Berry and
Game, Cyril Berry married June Hagger
and her twin sister, Dorothy, married
Nobby Game. They bought the cottages
opposite Aspenden Cricket ground which
they later refurbished.

Another building firm was Arthur
Reynolds and Son, the son being John,
whom many of you will remember.

John joined the business in 1947 after
leaving school. They purchased the old
Tyneholme School at 10 High Street

in 1960 and split it into 2 properties.
They rented out 10a, which after a while
became Chinatown run by John’s mother.
10 became a builder’s merchant. Again,
they specialised in purchasing properties
and refurbishing them.

At next month’s meeting | will reveal who
the ledger belonged to and some of the
stories behind the entries in it.

The meeting will be on the 11th February
2025 at 2pm in the library. Entry is £2
per person which includes tea or coffee.



THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY

www.hundredparishes.org.uk
Trustee

Enjoying a winter stroll along any of

the described walks within the Hundred
Parishes provides an opportunity to
view the landscape features visible

from various vantage points. Much

of this countryside has been farmed

by many successive generations as
these custodians of the land have
raised livestock and garnered variable
harvests of grain. The spring of 2024
was rather wet, and this resulted in poor
establishment of autumn-sown cereals.
This, combined with the inclement
conditions during harvesting, resulted in
disappointingly low yields.

However, it seems that with dry weather
in the autumn of 2024, the sown wheat,
barley and oats have germinated well,
with most fields now covered with

fresh green shoots. Many farmers

have decided to cut back on growing
oil seed rape, and they may choose to
plant alternative niche crops such as
sunflowers or borage once the weather
is warmer.

These farmed landscapes have
traditionally supported assorted wildlife
including skylarks, rooks, ladybirds,
bumble bees, butterflies, badgers and
foxes. In addition, well-maintained soils
contain not just beneficial fungi, but a
variety of earthworms and beetles which
in turn provide food for many other
creatures. Sadly, other less-welcome
creatures such as slugs and root-eating
beetle or fly larvae are also present.
Seeing a sizeable flock of birds following
a plough demonstrates this plethora of
food!

Recent
concerns
about the
loss of insect life, especially pollinators
or those that eat aphids, is encouraging
farmers to find ways of enhancing
habitats for insects by leaving marginal
strips round fields for wildflowers,
planting new hedges or creating beetle
banks within their fields. These features
may be visible from footpaths during
the winter months so make a note of
where they are and plan return visits
during the summer to observe them
full of flowers and other wildlife.
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Move into the New Year strong
with Attend2Health!

Whether your goal is to get fitter
through classes like Reformer
Pilates, lose weight or quit smoking
with Hypnotherapy, or ease aches
and pains with the expertise of our
Osteopaths, Chiropractors, and
Physiotherapists, we're here to help.

We have some availability in reformer
classes on a Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday during the day.

Our Hypnotherapist Amanda is at the
clinic on a Monday and our

Chiropractors, Osteopaths and
Physiotherapists are available 6 days
a week.

Hypnotherapy

Hypnotherapist Amanda Lonergan can help

with a number of problems:

Pain Relief
Stop Smoking
Confidence
Stress & Anxiety
Weight Loss
Fears & Phobias
Sleep Difficulties

Call Attend2Health today on 01763 87 80 87 and make this
year your healthiest yet!
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Personal Training, Venue Exercise
Classes, Online Exercise Classes
and Pre Recorded Workouts

Fitness Pilates, Circuits, Dance Fit, HIIT,
Hooping, Boxing & Mindfullness Classes and
workshops

WWW.JACQUI-SMITHNET
Teaching fitness since 1998 07956 647806

January and into February always starts with a bang! All our classes are open to all levels, as we
always offer different levels of intensity, progression or give regression options to help people
build up their fitness at their own pace.

Dance Fit y - %

Thursday 9.30am X
Move Meditate & Relax

Seth Ward Centre
Saturday 17th May / 6th September / 20th December
Pilates 9.30am -1.30pm

M d 7:15 Ware Priorty, High Street, Ware
onday /: Pm Strength, Stretch, Breathwork, Tapping & Meditation

Wednesday 71 5pm Includes pastries on arrival, hot drinks, snacks & a Cold Buffet Lunch

“

£30.00

Layston First School

Friday 10am Scout Hut

Full Body Workouts
Monday 6.30pm Cardio HIT

Layston First School g
. This workshop is being subsidised by Communit
Wednesday 6:30pm Strength HIIT Initiative Charity
N Reg No 1109106

Layston First School

Incl ink ish
Friday 11am Scout Hut — a different class ncludes entry drinks and danishes and a
cold buffet lunch

each week

£ ing off
I have been planning our next batch of FREE 30 opening offer

or subsidised workshops and can proudly Please do refer to community initiative
announce: website below for more information
Online FREE Breath & Mediate sessions (1 So, let's get more people fit and healthy
per month) during 2025

Move Meditate & Relax dates are set for 2025 www.communityinitiativecharity.com

Ware Priory - 17th May, 6th September &  www.jacqui-smith.net
20th December: 9.30am-1.30pm

ant to come to an Exercise Class or fancy one of our FREE workshops
then contact me on: 07956 647 806
Jacqui Smith Personal Trainer & Chair of Community Initiative Charity

www.communityinitiativecharity.com | www.jacqui-smith.net




_ EDWINSTREE MIDDLE SCHooL

A Voluntary Controlled Church of England School
Jo Gant, Headteacher | www.edwinstree.herts.sch.uk

As a Christian school, we recognise the unique and wonderful in everyone.
As a community, we support one another to flourish and live life in all its fullness.

s in previous years we are
looking for volunteers from
the community to support
us with our SATs in May,
in particular readers to help read
the questions to students needing
additional support. Training will be
given on what to do and there will
be an experienced member of staff
in each room with a maximum of
8 students.

We are unable to staff this and
therefore rely on volunteers to come
into school from 9am till 11.30am on
Monday 12th to Thursday 15th of
May. If you able to spare this time or
just one day, please would you email
admin@edwinstree.herts.sch.uk.

A huge thank you to Reverend Kirsty
Wainwright and St Peters Church
who hosted and led our Christmas
service. Students were excited

to sing carols and hear about the
joy in the Christmas story, and the
true meaning of Christmas. Our
year 5 students also took part in

the Christingle service to mark the
start of advent.

In the build up to Christmas we
followed the advent calendar and
the values of joy, hope, peace and
love. Students were reminded and
engaged with the joy of giving; this
took shape in the form of our choir
visiting Lister hospital to sing to the

patients. We also spent time as tutor
groups creating and decorating
Christmas hampers to distribute
through the food bank to the
community, delivered by some of our
students with Mrs Marler.

During December you could hear Feliz
Navidad being played everywhere
around school, as each tutor group
entered the Christmas dance
competition. Students competed
together to learn a new dance and
perform this in the last week of term.
Congratulations to the winning tutor
groups who will be awarded an
afternoon to celebrate in style with a
film and popcorn, a games afternoon,
or a trip to the park.

We look forward to sharing our
stories this year of Living life in all its
Fullness and helping our students
to Flourish. For now, we wish you a
successful and peaceful new year.



LAYSTON C or E FIRST SCHOOL

Loving to Learn, Learning to Love, For every child a chance to shine!
www.layston.herts.sch.uk
Mrs Adele McMurrough, Headteacher

Continuing with this half term’s value of ‘Community’ we have been reflecting
upon how we as a community can look after God’s world for future generations to
enjoy and cherish. We have also given thanks for the harvest.
e start the new spring term
exploring the value of
Courage and Resilience.
Many Christians believe
that God asks us to offer our skills, talents
and abilities in the face of adversity, and
that he will use that courageousness to
achieve great things. The word ‘courage’
comes from the Latin word ‘cor’ = heart.

With the New Year ringing in our ears we
have cause to celebrate the two superb
drama productions that took place at
Layston just before Christmas.

First we had 'Aladdin’, our years 1 to 4
pantomime production. Under spotlights,
against an extravagantly painted
backdrop, with handmade costumes and
make up, the children demonstrated
great courage and performed with
imagination, flair and total commitment
to the absolute delight of packed
audiences over three performances.

This was followed by the Reception Class
production of ‘'Whoops a Daisy Angel’,

(@ musical Nativity). The Nativity
performance by Reception children
remains a unique aspect of the
preparations for Christmas at Layston and
this year was no exception...the children
were amazing.

We send a New Year wish of health and

The Layston choir also showed courage, prosperity to our local community. We are
confidence and compassion when they a friendly Church of England First School
performed Christmas carols for the and welcome visits.

residents of Layston Grove.
For information call 01763 271 235 or at www.layston.herts.sch.uk.
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4= (> UNITED BENEFICE OF ASPENDEN,
% W BUNTINGFORD & WESTMILL

United Benefice of H . o
phedienetieof Reverend Kirsty Wainwright

and Westmill

CONTACT DETAILS

website: www.achurchnearyou.com/benefice/32-012BK/
email: unitedbeneficeabw@gmail.com | 07484 345 027
C/O St Peter's Church, Chapel End, Buntingford, SG? AL
unitededbenefice | [ UnitedBeneficeABW

OUR SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2025

Sunday 2nd 9:30am All Age Worship St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
9:30am Morning Worship St Mary’s, Aspenden
11:00am Holy Communion St Peter’s, Buntingford

Sunday 9th 9:30am Sung Eucharist St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
9:30am All Age Worship St Mary’s, Aspenden
11:00am All Age Worship St Peter’s, Buntingford

Sunday 16th No Service St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
9:30am Holy Communion St Mary’s, Aspenden
11:00am Holy Communion St Peter’s, Buntingford

Sunday 23rd 9:30am Sung Eucharist St Mary the Virgin, Westmill

No Service St Mary's Aspenden
11:00am Morning Worship St Peter's, Buntingford

Start Course - If you're looking for answers then maybe
M it's time to make a Start. We run a Start course, in small
i groups of about 6 to 10 people, each session involves

video clips, group discussion and time for reflection.
Each session lasts about an hour and is free to attend.

Our Start course begins Thursday 20th February for 5
consecutive weeks. For further information please
contact Kirsty at vicarabw@gmail.com

Please visit our website for the latest information about our services, events and courses
and you can also follow us on our social media channels.

Direct links to our 3 church Service and Event pages:

St Mary's Aspenden: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7834/service-and-events/events-all/

St Peter’s Buntingford: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7839/service-and-events/events-all/

St Mary the Virgin Westmill: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7851/service-and-events/events-all/



Prayer for Buntingford

A time of open, informal prayer

for the town and local community. All welcome.

Held weekly every Friday 8:15am
- 8:45am at St Peter's Church
Buntingford

Morning Prayer

9am Tuesday & Thursday at St
Peter's Church Buntingford

Every Tuesday and Thursday
mornings, we pray together
using the Church of England Daily Prayer book,
with bible readings, a reflection and a psalm.

It is a quiet, gentle gathering to prepare for the
day ahead.

We have moved this to Zoom during the
cold months please contact us for the link.

Monday Morning Coffee

Held weekly, every Monday
(expect Bank holidays)

10am - 12pm

@ St Peter’s Church Buntingford.

A chance to meet up with old friends and meet
new ones. All ages welcome.

Pancake Day
tvent,

Tuesday 4th March

4pm
St Peter’s Church
Qw
)

=Y

Tse |

Calling all children and their
parents/grandparents/carers
=

E e
To register please scan the QR code

St Mary’s Aspenden
Christmas Tree Festival

Thanks to your generosity, our 1st Christmas Tree Festival
was a truly joyful event.

Our huge thanks to the creators of the 26 wonderful trees.

» Over 400 people visited over the two days and we hope you

enjoyed it as much as we did. We are planning our next Tree _

B Festival for this coming December and hope to see you then!

1st Buntingford
Army Cadets
with their
inspiratonal
“Giving Tree” built
with presents ready
to be distributed 3

2nd Buntingford

s Garden Club “Blooming Christmas” “All Creatures Great and Small”
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Ureeq  CHRIST CHURCH I

Baldock Road, Buntingford. SG? 9AA
Reformed .
www.buntingfordurc.org.uk

Church [ £] URCbuntingford

Minister: Rev.Sue Fender Secretary: Peter Godbert
revsuefender@gmail.com | 01223 375 588 buntingford.urc@talktalk.net 1 01763 281 359

SERVICES at 11am / JUNIOR CHURCH IN THE HALL at 11am

February 2 Holy Communion Rev Sue Fender
9 Morning Worship Abigail Perrow
16 Morning Worship Rev Allen Morton
23 Morning Worship Rev Sue Fender

March 2 Holy Communion Rev Sue Fender

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BUNTINGFORD

//k@m&w Evenfs

‘Coffee and Company' Meets every Thursday, 10:30am to 12:30pm, in the URC
Church Hall. If you're elderly, living alone, new to the area, perhaps working from
home, and would like some company, come along to share Coffee, Cake, Company
and Chat. All are welcome. Just turn up and give a small donation for the refreshments.
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ince our last article, Buntingford

Shorts has received nearly 1600

submissions to our ninth film

festival from across the world.
Over 150 films in six categories have
been from within the United Kingdom,
of which 25 films have been entered into
the Local Category from places including
London, Buckingham, Cambridge,
Watford and Hatfield.

Entries to the local category remain open
until Friday 21st February. We encourage
films from all young film makers up to the
age of 26.

N oy

SH®RTS

ALL

The local showcase is a free event which
takes place on Saturday 12th April at
19:30 at Christ Church URC on Baldock
Road in Buntingford. This is an invaluable
opportunity to watch the shortlisted local
films and meet their directors. Each film
is critiqued by a panel of judges and the
directors are invited to share an insight
into their production. Drinks and nibbles
are provided.

The international event will be broadcast
on YouTube on Sunday 13th April.

For more information and to submit go to
www.buntingfordshorts.com/

*]4=.T

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Buntingford Branch

Saurday March 8th

7.00pm for 7.30pm start

The Seth

ard Community Centre
uynes Rise SG9 9

Get your tickets now from

Or online ath

Pie & Chips

included

The Manor House, Market Hill, Buntingford

iznigh




Tracy Aggett,

The Untold Story of Fearless
'WW2 Resistance Fighter

W Y

*
CLARE MULLEY

Literary Lunch - Tuesday 25th
February - The Old Bull, Royston,
12.15-2.15pm with author Clare
Mulley, featuring her new book
Agent Zo

AGENT Zo tells the incredible story of
Second World War resistance fighter
Elzbieta Zawacka, sometimes known

as Elizabeth Watson but more often as
'Zo'. The only woman to reach London
as an emissary of the Polish Home Army
command, Zo became the only female
member of the Polish elite Special Forces,
the ‘Silent Unseen’, who were trained in
the British countryside. In 1943, she also
became the only woman to parachute

to Nazi-occupied Poland. There, while
being hunted by the Gestapo, she took
a key role in the largest organised act

of defiance against Nazi Germany, the
Warsaw Uprising. After the war, the
Soviet-backed communist regime not
only imprisoned Zo, but also ensured that
her remarkable story remained hidden
for over forty years. Now, through new
archival research and exclusive interviews
with people who knew and fought
alongside her, Clare Mulley brings this
forgotten heroine back to life.

To book your ticket/s, £15 for a buffet
lunch, please call 01763 262262, email
events@hsrsc.org.uk or online at www.
hsrsc.org.uk/events/
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B HOME-START EVENTS I

tracy@hsrsc.org.uk | www.hsrsc.org.uk

Home-Start Quiz Night with
supper

Date: Saturday 22nd February

Venue: Seth Ward Community
Centre, Buntingford

Time: 6:45pm for a 7:30pm start

Teams: of 6 welcome, bring a team along
or come alone and we will include you in
a team — please give your team a name.

Tickets: £13.50 to include your supper
— fish, chicken, sausage or veggie option
with chips — payment to be made when
booking by cash, cheque, bacs or card
payments over the phone.

There will be a licensed bar and a raffle
will be held during the event.

To book please call 01763 262 262 or
email events@hsrsc.org.uk.

HF%ME
START
Royston, Buntingford
&South Cambridgeshire ?

QUIZ thy

With Licensed Bar and Raffle

Saturday, 22nd February

arrive by 6:45 pm for a 7:30pm start
at

2,

U

v e

Seth Ward Community Centre  2.>

Teams of up to 6 people welcome
(don't forget to give your team a quirky name!)

T2

a°

Can't get a team together but still want to join in the fun?
Contact us and we will include you in a team!

Tickets: £13.50 per person
- fish, chicken, ie

&chips)

MORE INFOJ

P

9t 99!

*Book your tickets by 10th February*

Telephone 01763 262262 to book your tickets
or email events@hsrsc.org.uk

‘Charity No. 1105385




COULD YOU SPARE 3 HOURS A
WEEK TO CHANGE A FAMILY’S LIFE?

Home-Start Royston, Buntingford &
South Cambridgeshire Needs You!!

Join Our Free Volunteer Training Course!

* Starts 24th February 2025

* 6 weeks, one day a week

* Gain the knowledge to make a real difference
* Become part of an amazing team

We’re Looking For:
Mums, dads, grandparents, and carers who:

* Have parenting experience
e Can spare 2-3 hours a week
e Want to support families in our local community

'"We are there for parents when they need us the most because childhood can’t wait.

Did You Know?

v Last year, our volunteers supported 226 children.
© Volunteers say helping others reduces stress.
© Volunteers give an average of 3 hours a week to change lives.

. SCAN FOR
Contact Us Today to Learn More: MORE INFO
. 01763 262262
@ www.hsrsc.org.uk/become-home-start-volunteer
¢ admin@hsrsc.org.uk

Home-Start Royston, Buntingford & South Cambridgeshire
Incorporated as Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire

Unit 6, Valley Farm, Station Road, Meldreth, Royston, Herts SG8 6JP
Registered Charity No. 1105385 | Company Registration No. 05183873

HSRBSC: embedding diversity, equality and inclusion into everything we do in our community.
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n February 1st, the Film
Club is showing Tom Hanks
as a grumpy old man in
the Hollywood version of

the Swedish classic, A Man Called

Otto. Celebrated as one of Hanks'
best performances since Forrest
Gump, the film is a real crowd-pleaser
with a touching happy ending.

Our film on 1st March is the classic

Shawshank Redemption starring
Tim Robbins and Morgan Freeman.
Regularly featured in critics’ Top

Ten Films of All Times, the film is a
fantastic, edge-of-your-seat thriller
with many twists, turns and surprises.
It also got two-time British Oscar
winner, Sir Roger Deakins, the first
of his 10 Oscar Nominations for
Cinematography - so it will look
brilliant on the Community Centre's
brand new drop-down screen and
sound equally brilliant with the
Centre’s new acoustic tiles. Though
initially a bit of a box office flop, the
film was re-released after getting 7

THE

SHAWSHANK

Oscar Nominations and, along with REDEMPTION

subsequent TV and DVD sales, it
has become a major Box Office and
critical success with a total of 21
Awards from 41 nominations.

Worth seeing for Morgan Freeman'’s
deeply moving performance as the
friend and sidekick of Tim Robbins
central character. A classic!!
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Our film on 5th April is Ridley
Scott’s “hugely entertaining and
spectacular” Gladiator II.
Starring Paul Mescal and Denzel
Washington, it is famous for

the gladiators’ Colisseum fights
with actual Rhinos and — when
they flood the arena — with live
sharks! You have to wonder at
the courage and resilience of
86-year old Ridley Scott who
continues to turn out Box Office
gold decades beyond when

most of us retire! Gladiator Il has
already taken $455 million which
just about covers its $300 million
budget. So if you enjoyed the
original 25 years ago, come see
the new one: you won't even miss
Russell Crowe ( - who, as you may
remember, died in the original.)
Paul Mescal plays his son, Lucius
— who follows a remarkably similar
journey as his father did through
Roman intrigues and corruption.
Masses of fun. Come see it for a
great night out in Buntingford.

L9 O O O O © 8§ B

All Films are at the Community
Centre on Luynes Rise, starting
at 7:30pm

All Tickets: £10 [to include a
glass of wine or beer + snacks]
- available online at: www.
tickettailor.com/events/
buntingfordfilmclub/

Or in person from: SANCTUARY,
42 High Street, Buntingford
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Christine Stuart-Taylor
support@buntingfordlive.org

omewhat late... but nonetheless
sincerely...the Buntingford Live
Team wish you all a Very Happy
and Healthy New Year.

Reflecting on the past year, Buntingford
Live has organised and hosted more than
15 arts events for our town. These have
catered for all ages and encompassed
music, comedy, theatre, dance, literature
and visual art.

It was a particularly fitting achievement to
end our year by completing our colourful
Buntingford Mosaic, designed by local
artist Claire Costello, which was seen by
so many of you on display at our Stall at
the Christmas Market. Since then it has
been on display in the Library.

We are delighted that we have secured a
permanent site, mounted on the wall of
38 Church Street (by the bench).

It will be unveiled by our Mayor, Clir
Duncan Wallace on Sunday February 2nd
at 3pm. So, if you're free please come
along to witness this special moment in
our history.

B BUNTINGFORD LIVE! [

Review of the last event of 2024 on
Saturday 30th November 4pm at
St.Peter’s Church (by Carolyn Pryor)

This church, in the heart of our town, was
the perfect venue for this Classical
Recital. The programme started with
Corelli's Christmas Concerto Grosso with
violin soloists Rhianwen Gold and Pia
Jeppson and cello soloist Ed Gold. The
final movement was the familiar Pastorale
completing the seasonal atmosphere.
Simon Williamson was the soloist for
Max Bruch'’s Kol Nidrei before we

were treated to Martin Outram playing
Telemann'’s Viola Concerto. Jonathan
Acton ended the first part of the recital
with J.S. Bach’s Violin Concerto BWW
10141 in A Minor.

More delights were to follow after the
interval.

Sarah Williamson, (winner of the
woodwind prize in the 2002 BBC Young
Musician Competition), gave us a magical
performance of Mozart's Clarinet concerto
in A Major arranged by Michael Drapkin.

Various movements of this piece are
often played on Classic FM so to hear
the entire work played with complete




mastery and love was indeed the
highlight of the afternoon.

Sarah and her family live in Buntingford,
although her busy professional career
takes her all over the world. Her young
family of three children are all musical too
as is her husband Simon who was soloist
in the Bruch.

How fortunate we were to have the
opportunity to have such gifted musicians
entertain us. We hope for a return visit
before long.

Friday 21st March 2025 Another
popular Comedy Night

with host Tom Teal and three well-known
Stand-up Comedians from the London
Circuit. Shazia Mirza is already confirmed.

Once again this will be held in the Bunters
Suite at Seth Ward. £15 tickets available
now on our website. Book early to avoid
disappointment.

Saturday 26th April 2025

Buntingford Music Live at Seth
Ward

As many of you will know we've been
running a BOTBS competition for young
musicians over the last few years. We are
offering a different approach in 2025.

Buntingford Live Music is providing a
wonderful opportunity for young talent
(aged 11-18) from Buntingford and its
environs to perform on stage at a fantastic
public event to be held at Seth Ward
Community Centre.

Applications are now open, so don't miss
this chance to shine! The closing date for
submissions is midnight on Friday 14th
February.

Solo artists or larger ensembles and
bands can apply and all music genres are
welcome. Submit via our website (scan

A chance to perform alongside
other local young talent and
afterwards get a free recording
session at Music Bunker studios
in Braughing

BU}“A‘{‘,\%?\OC? °
V14
LIVES

Closing date for submissions
Friday 14 February 2025

For more information and to apply, go to
buntingfordlive.org/bml
or scan the 0

the QR code on poster) or click on our
website link below

More information about buying tickets in
the next issue.

We continue making plans

Works in Progress. Concerts from
Haileybury and St. Edmund’s /A possible
‘Drag Night'/another Ghost Walk/ Author
Talks/ Folk Evening/ Summer Jazz

and in December 2025

‘A Christmas Carol ‘with Guy Masterson!

who thrilled us with his one man show of
Under Milk Wood!

WATCH THIS SPACE for details SOON!

Please use our website:
buntingfordlive.org
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B WHAT'S ON - DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

FEBRUARY 2025

Saturday 1st

Sunday 2nd

Wednesday 5th

Friday 7th

7/8th & 14/15th

Monday 10th

Tuesday 11th

Wednesday 12th

Thursday 13th

Thursday 13th

Monday 17th

Friday 21st

Tuesday 25th

Film Club: A Man Called
Otto p.40

Unveiling of Mosaic
p.42

Gardener's Club: p.15

Braughing Get
Together: Film Night &
Supper p.19

Buntingford Drama
Group Present: Out of
Focus p.20

U3A: Agent ZO p.14

History Society Meeting
p.24

Reed Garden Club:
Plants for winter interest
p.17

WI: Herts Air Ambulance
p.16

Chamber of Commerce
Networking Event p10

Braughing Get
Together: Coach Trip to
the Royal Opera House
for Tea Dance p.19

BALA Coffee Morning
p.46

HomeStart Literary
Lunch: Agent ZO p.38

LOOKING AHEAD

1st March Film Club: The
Shawshank Redemption
p.40

8th March Royal British Legion
Quiz Night p.37

10th March U3A: Simon Keable
Elliot Talk p.14

11th March BALA Soup Lunch p.46



B REGULAR EVENTS I

MONDAYS: ‘TUESDAYS ‘WEDNESDAYS THURSDAYS: | FRIDAYS: WEEKENDS: ‘

3rd Mondays

From 8.30am: | 7.30-9pm:

Buntingford Braughing

Market Sing
Community
Choirin
Jenyn's
School Hall

10-11.45am:

Chatter Table

at the Manor

House — 1st &

Morning
Coffee 10-12
St Peter's

10.30-11am &
11:30 -12pm:
Baby Rhyme
Time (songs,
rhymes, actions
and puppets, for
ages 6 weeks to
3 years)

EVENTS IN THE LIBRARY:

10.30-12.30:
Jigsaw & Chat
club

Buntingford 10.30am- Sun, 9am:
Meditation 12.30: Coffee Norfolk
Online at 8 pm & Company Road Playing
and once a mf’”th in the URC Fields Junior
in Saint Peter’s Church Hall Parkrun
Church.
To join the group
the best way is to
contact me via the | 5_z5m: Mind Sat,10am:
website - www. . .

. X & Music at Walking
mindful-worklife.
com/buntingford- Standqn & Football at
meditation Puckeridge CC the MUGA,
New meditators Norfolk Road
are welcome Playing Fields

and guidance is
given on how to
meditate in the

sessions.

10.30 - 11am:
Storytime
(storytelling
with props, for
ages 2-5 years)

11am: Chair
Yoga with Kim

Lego Club
for children

11.45am- 10-11am
12.45pm: Chatter
Forever Cycling & Natter,

at the Community Buntingford
Centre -1st & 3rd Coffee Shop
1.30 for 2pm: 12- 4pm
Buntingford Braughing Shed
Senior Citizens' Group

Club at URC

Hall

7.30-9:30pm:

Buntingford

Community

Choir at

Millfield School
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B BUNTINGFORD ACTION FOR THE LESS ABLE (BALA) [N

Registered Charity No. 1094426

Minibus Trips February 2025

TIME DESTINATION PRICE

Tues 4th 10-1:30 Brookfield Centre f6
Wed 12th 11:30 Pub Lunch £5
Thurs 13th 9-2 Ely — Market Day. £10.50

Or visit the Cathedral open 10-4, tickets (£14)

need to be booked in advance www.

elycathedral.org/events/visitor-tickets
Mon 24th 10:30-2:30 Bury Lane / Dobbies £5
Thurs 27th 10-1:30 Bishops Stortford (Tesco or Town Centre drop- | £5

off)

All trips start from the Benson Hall car park unless otherwise agreed

To book a seat or for more information: 07870 638 480
(please be prepared to leave a message)

Coffee Morning
Friday 21st February, 10-11:30am
(sausage rolls, cakes, raffle)
Soup Lunch
Friday 21st March, 12-1:15pm
(soup and a roll, cakes etc)
: at URC Hall, Baldock Road
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Set invthe heaut of the historic mawket townw of Buntingford, the 18" Centuwy
Grade II Listed Manor House iy v perfect setting for weddings and civil cere-
monies. Seating up to-40 people; the Council Chaumber is avperfect verure for
your wedding ceremony.
Theve arve aumple photo-opportunities outside the classic Georgiow frontage;
onwthe staivcase, invthe gardern or inthe stiuning
Layston Cowrt Gardens across the road.
For avfull colowr brochure contact :
Jl Jones-Towwn Clerk; The Manor House; Buntingford; Herty:, SG9 9AB.
Or email : clerk@buntingford-ta.gov.uk  Telephone: 01763 272 222
www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk

Gareth White Electrical Services [CEs

Welcome to Gareth White Electrical Services based in Buntingford: we are experienced and qualified
electricians working with local home owners, landlords, developers, contractors and local businesses
in and around Buntingford.

We are independent electrical contractors that place our customers first offering friendly, expert
advice alongside our electrical services.

Every one of our jobs are different, however, we always maintain the same very high standards
ensuring reliability, quality workmanship and fair pricing allowing us to provide the best possible
service.

WE SPECIALISE IN ALL ASPECTS OF ELECTRICAL WORK INCLUDING:

DOMESTIC AND COMERCIAL INSTALLATIONS SECURITY LIGHTS
OZEV APPROVED INSTALLERS OF EV CHARGERS GARAGE & GARDEN POWER
FULL OR PART REWIRES KITCHEN AND COOKERS
NEW CONSUMER UNITS NEW BUILDS AND EXTENSIONS
EXTRA SOCKETS OR LIGHTS BATHROOMS AND SHOWERS
SOLAR PV AND ELECTRICAL ENERGY STORAGE SYS- LANDLORD CERTIFICATES
TEM PAT TESTING
FAULT FINDING AND TESTING CAR CHARGERS
MAINS FIRE ALARMS
ALARMS, CCTV, AND ACCESS CONTROL
]
gareth@garethwhiteelectricalservices.co.uk o o
DOMESTIC [

INSTALLER (==
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C OUNTRY MAIDS

DOMESTIC CLEANING SERVICES

Let us take Care of your Housework . . ..

e Spring Cleans

o Weekly or 2 Weekly _ﬁ
Telephone: 01763 272908

e Carpet Cleaning

regular Cleans

G

c

\FFORDABLE WEB DES|

RANI
AN

1C DA

Prices start from£395
Phone: 07931 989 998
hello@johnlittleford.co.uk
www.johnlittleford.co.uk

After working as a solici-
| tor for over 30 years,
Kate Bennett now spe-
cialises in the writing of
1 Wills and Powers of At-
torney.

If you haven’t done so

already, for the sake of your loved ones, make
your final wishes clear and get your affairs in
order today.

REED FIRST SCHOOL
WELCOMES YOU & YOUR FAMILY

Are you looking for a Nursery or First School place?

Nursery places can start the term children turn three. . .
For a trusted, experienced and straightfor-
Set in beautiful grounds, we are proud of our caring and

inclusive environment. Our parents and children, staff ; ward service phone or email Kate to arrange
and governors love being part of Reed First School - . h f f bli
and we would be pleased to welcome you too! an appomtment to see her for a free no obli-

gation meeting at your home.

REED FIRST SCHOOL, JACKSON'S LANE, REED, SG8 8AB
admin@reed.herts.sch.uk | 01763 848304

; www.reed.herts.sch.uk

»

Kate Bennett
07525 454160
kbennettlegal@gmail.com
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Learn

My Way

Learn how to use the internet

Learn My Way has free learning for you to gain digital skills to stay safe and
connected.

https://www.learnmyway.com/

KARATE AND SELTF DEFENCE
AT BUNTINGFORD’S BEST
KARATE CLUB

OPEN TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 7:30PM
EDWINSTREE SCHOOL GYM —

AGES 10 -110 YEARS BOTH SEXES ™\
INSTRUCTION BY BLACK BELTS 2\

\‘ﬁ" .
TEL: BILL HOOPER yz;%

01763 273123 }

“‘RUNNING SINCE 1983” !
www. hertfordshirekarate.co.uk

Painting, Decorating and
Handyman Works

Friendly, Professional and Reliable
Paul Wainwright

¢, (07816 964372
B paulwainwright42@googlemail.com
Free no obligation quotes

—

y).

Riverside Taxis

o n 1
A Prestige Taxi Service

Call 017634343 43

Airport transfer specialists

Executive Mercedes estate available
All major credit/debit Cards Accepted
Local or long distance

Accounts welcome

Four, six and eight Seater vehicles

All Cars Licensed by EHD.GC and Fully Insured.
www.riversidetaxis.co.uk
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BUNTINGFORD FESTIVAL CHOIR

is actively seeking
TENOR and BASS SINGERS

If you love singing, have at least a basic
knowledge of musical notation and can reliably
hold a tune then we’d love to hear from you

We rehearse in and around Buntingford on
THURSDAY EVENINGS between 19:00 and 20:30

Please get in touch via the contact form on our website:-

buntingfordfestivalchoir.org
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GENIE LAMP REPAIRS

CHURCH ELECTRICAL REPAIR TO ALL
LANE %= TYPES OF LAMPS,

STANDARD, TABLE, CEILING

ETC.,

SPECIALIZING IN OLDER

FITTINGS,

EG: VINTAGE AND ANTIQUE.

PLEASE NOTE SOME MODERN
FITTINGS ARE UNSUITABLE

For all your

PLEASE RING FOR FREE ADVICE AND ESTIVMATE.

deSign & print TEL: 01763 273 398

MOBS: 07444 214 983 07792 894 091

requirements ANDREW COATES B.Sc
E design@churchlanecreative.com GARDEN DESlGN

T 6
+44(0)1763 7?3290 Creative Garden Design &
churchlanecreative.com p
Project Management
Consultations and Advice
Maintenance, Planting,
Pruning & Turfing

CREATIVE o Tree Surgery, Fencing &
THAT Garden Construction Services
CARES 01462 896902 Mobile: 07718 426613

www.ac-gardendesign.co.uk

|
) & ,
Buntingford

42 High Street, Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 9AH
01763 273355 hello@sanctuarybuntingford.co.uk

Over 40 years experience in local property sales, lettings
and management

® Free Market & Probate Valuations
® Unrivalled Service
e No Sale, No Fee
o :‘v <l B e Accompanied Viewings
e Mortgage & Conveyancing Advice
e NAEA & ARLA Propertymark Protected

e Property Open Days
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P.S.EVELEIGH
PLASTERING CONTRACTOR

A R Services

carpentry
kitchen/bathroom installation = -
kitchen worktops mitred and fitted - =
tiling/flooring
flat packed furniture assembly All aspects of plastering covered:
painting & decorating Ceilings
general property maintenance Walls
garden maintenance Reskimming
wooden climbing frames Skimming over Artex
. . Rendering and Coving
Prompt, trustworthy and reliable service Quality Workmanship

competitive rates free estimates

Call Andy Ricketts
on 07941 078069 or 01763 274868

arservices69@gmail.com Call 01763 272569

Free Estimates

Over 30 Years of Experience

or Mobile 07772 366587
fin
Maxke ‘NE‘

Websites, design
and marketing

Logos e Ledflets « Brochures « Websites ®
Social media « Google AdWords
L C

www.marketingzone.co.uk ®

T: 01763 274440 .

Established 1997
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*1ngand
pendent.

~ funeral serv

24 hour service

Private Cha.pels of Rest

Bespoke Funeral Plans

Own Crematorium

STEVENAGE + 01438 316623
HITCHIN « 01462 438422
KNEBWORTH ¢« 01438 812365
BUNTINGFORD ¢ 01763 274111
WELWYN GARDEN CITY « 01707 390018
WELWYN - 01438 714686
HERTFORD « 01992 582052
WARE ¢ 01920 468551
LETCHWORTH - 01462 684292
HODDESDON -« 01992 471709
HARWOOD PARK 01438 812515
HARPENDEN ¢ 01582 762570

AUSTIN'S

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.austins.co.uk

Harwood Park

The pekfa‘t setting to commemorate

the /zfe (gf your loved one

Crematorium and memorial
gardens created and managed by
the Austin family in the beautiful

Hertfordshire countryside.

www.crematorium.co.uk

Serving the local community for ten generations




Hearing

Advisory Service

Do you wear NHS Hearing Aids? We run
monthly local clinics for hearing aid
maintenance and battery dispensing.

Call 01707 324582 or email info@hhas.org.uk to
book an appointment

This is a free service avallable to NHS patients only No service on Bank Holidays. Service may be
affected by adverse weather conditions. please check before setting out during severe weather. Please
note that our telephones are staffed Tuesdays to Thursdays (leave a message at other times and we will
call you back). Hertfordshire Hearing Advisory Service is a registered charity no. 1063430 Leaflet/ poster
issued 20072022

Scan the OR code, call 01707 324582 or email
info@hhas.org.uk to find your nearest clinic

Hertfordshire Hearing Advisory Service

HerBordatae
Sensory Services Stistegy .A.‘A.‘i
J 20000 I.‘lotdlhh Hospitals

e ten (&) 2
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HCKSMITH

ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?

We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service
A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989

[] Specialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors

¢4 No Call Out Charge

No Fix No Fee

All Work Fully Guaranteed

%3 10% Senior Citizen Discount

s

©)
N\

07772 111 222

www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk

Eileen's Fitness Classes

Qualified RSA Instructor with over 25 years
teaching in the community
CIMSPA registered
Phone 07966 222272 Email: eileensaerobics@hotmail.com

CLASSES HELD AT BUNTINGFORD SETH WARD
COMMUNITY CENTRE

TUESDAY 10.30am - Pilates (Bunter's room upstairs)

To help improve posture, balance and strengthen your core.

THURSDAY  11am - Older Adult Fitness Aerobics

A fun class with movements to help with mobility and conditioning.

CLASSES HELD AT REED VILLAGE

Full Timetable and booking on

https://gymcatch.com/app/provider/1355/event

Follow me on

]

Eileensfitnessclasses

Aee of Fents

Recycling green waste to preserve the environment

Cumberlow Green Farm
Buntingford

Herts. SG9 0QD

Tel: 01763 281223

Mob: 07884 408529

Fax: 01763 281424

email: sales@aceofherts.co.uk

¥ Soil conditioning composts ¥ Top Soils ¥ Blended Soils

¥ Improves all round soil condition

¥ Introduces organic matter

¥ Feeds your plants e Bulk orders bagged or loose

¥ Increases worm populations ® Soils blended to your needs
® Quality top soils

Composted bark
® Bark chippings

You can collect or ask for deliveries to
your door

For information how Ace of Herts is made, please visit our website www.aceofherts.co.uk
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Need a helping hand?

We provide a wide range of IT services
and solutions all tailored to your
individual needs.

From system set up and virus
management to repairs and up skilling
on the latest technology.

G TRUSTED

TANDON BASED
DQR S (o] S

ke WILL WRITER

Tracy Walker - IT Consultant
07521 977997
www.rebootitsolutions.co.uk

Mini Digger & Driver Hire

Groundwork & Demolition
Landscaping
Drainage & Septic Tanks

Call James on:
07900 104223 or 01920 822888
or email jp-services@live.com
Website: www.jplandscapeservices.co.uk

A12

Will Writing & Trusts
Lasting Power of
Attorneys (LPA's)
Probate
Administration

Inheritance Tax and
Estate Planning

Providing a professional, friendly service,
| offer free advice and will guide you
through your options.

Member of The Society s S Safeto do

“ business with

of Will Writers *4»,, x\\~‘\; Code Compliant

»Qy

www.dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk
01920 747208 | emma@dgqrwillsandprobate.co.uk
[ See my recent reviews on Facebook: @dqrwillsprobate

BUNTINGFORD

SCHOOL OF DANCE

Ask about our no
Obligation Trial Classes!

fO

Ballet, Tap, Modern/Jazz
Commercial & Adult Classes




Willow Landscapes

Your local area specialist - lowest rates

Tree Surgery 5§ 3 ' Leaf Clearance
Stump Grinding | LRI &= Patio Work

Hedge Cutting — = All Paving Work
Fencing (% undertaken

Turfing % and much more...
Garden Tidy All work guaranteed

Office:07936 360 652

Call Sid on 07925 273 773

willowlandscapes1983@outlook.com
Willow Tree Farm, London Road, Barkway, Herts SG8 8EY

SJ TOKELY LTD

MECHANICAL ENGINEERS

MOT TESTING STATION

Units 12/13 Park Farm Industrial Estate - Buntingford - SG9 9AZ
sjtokelyltd@btinternet.com

Servicing & Repairs
MOT’s and Pre-MOT Checks
Engine Diagnostics
Air Conditioning Re-Gas
Tyres - New Budget & Branded
OPENING HOURS
Any Type of Repair Undertaken MON - 8.00 - 6.00

TUES - 8.00 - 6.00

WED - 8.00 - 6.00

01763 274260 THUR - 800 - 600
FRI - 8.00 - 5.00

SAT - BY APPOINTMENT

Collection & Delivery Available
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DEBORAH LOWETH MSSCIv DIP POD MED MBChA

FINANCIAL SERVICES

.‘. o ‘ All Aspects of Bookkeeping Undertaken
VAT Return Submissions-Monthly Payroll
Management Accounts
Experienced with various Accounts Systems
Self-Employed and flexible to requirements
References Available

VISITING CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST
HPC REGISTERED. ALL ASPECTS OF FOOTCARE CHRIS STIGWOOD 07814 096789
Mob 07748152538 chrisstigwood@hotmail.com

Dean Bye

Private Hire Taxi & Chauffewr

Mobile - O7768 174045
Email - dean@hormeadcars.com

East Herts Foot Health
\ C'inic : iﬂﬁgﬂﬁ%aiﬁmmmm <

home visiting foot
healthcare
Corns, Callus, dry/

h(?fd S.kil'l, Nail OVER 60'5
Trimming &

S DISCOUNT,

Verrucas, friendly CALL NOW.. B :

professional 07733233044 Apple specialist since 199’0

service Refurb Mac Sales '
i

OS X « Hardware ¢ Tuition
iCloud * iPad ¢ iPhone * Wif

"East Herts Leading Mobile Foot (Buntingford)
Health Service"

easthertsfoothealthclinc@yahoo.co.uk Call for an Onsite Engineer

: 07968 272 923

01763 272 575
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—IAIC WEBB

W W S SCAFFOLDING LTD

FOR YOUR
SCAFFOLDING NEEDS

Get in touch via phone or email for a free guotation for
any Scaffolding requirements.

CONTACT Us:

M: 07929 O7T4E1 - Mark

E: enquiries@webbscaffolding.com
@Webbscaffoldingltd

no vou “EEI] A Lazs":m Pr'esccl'a]c:)gl
GRAPHIG DESIGNER? and Nursery

The Causeway
Buntingford
Herts.
569 9EVU
01763 271 235
We offer places for both fee-paying and govern-
ment-funded children aged 2 to rising 5 with
Packaging sessions in the afternoon for Preschool children.
Adverts & Marketing We also przylije w;apar‘tz;.uBnc‘i’r ;alr'5e I;r‘ Nursery
; : ; children from 08:45-15:15.
Web Design & Social Media e are open Monday-Friday mornings (08:45-11:45
Copywriting & Typesetting for Nursery and Monday-Thursday afternoons
(12:45-15:15) for Preschool children and those
Follow me on instasram ‘} having wraparound care. We also offer lunch club
@thehumbleline tc% e J (11:45-12:45) for Nursery Children.
sry Iatest projects: We are non-profit making with any surplus funds
design tips & more. s 48 ' Y reinvested infto the setting. We have recently used
this money to improve our outdoor area and to
decorate the room.
Facebook: Layston Preschool and Nursery CIC|
Email: laystonpreschoolandnursery@gmail.com
Web: www.laystonpreschoolandnursery.com

Branding & Logo Design

Brochures, Leaflets, Posters, Reports

www.thehumbleline.com | anne@thehumbleline.com

humble|ine
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mailto:laystonpreschoolandnursery@gmail.com
http://www.laystonpreschool.org.uk/

attendZ2health

e Chiropractors

« Physiotherapy
 Osteopathy

e Chiropody
& Podiatry

e Sports Massage

e Acupuncture

» Hypnotherapy
 Nutritional Therapy

* Yoga, Pilates & Tai Chi
 Counsellors

* EMDR Therapy

» GP Services:

Botox, Skin Tag Removal & Hair Loss Treatments

27 High Street Buntingford SG9 9AB

*Valid for Chiropractic, Osteopathy & Physiotherapy
New Patients only.
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Demd  Walkers

ﬂ Garage Ltd

Car servicing and repairs
at very reasonable prices

Servicing * MoT presentation / repairs ©
Welding ¢ Timing belts ¢ Clutches
Brakes checked / replaced ¢ Engines
replaced / overhauled etc * Airbag /
Emission warning lights
and much more

Over 25 years car mending experience

Free collection / delivery etc

2 Owles Lane, Buntingford, SG9 9JA
Telephone 01763 272 125

All work is fully insured

}\(
OYENCLEAN.

The original oven cleaning specialists

Ovenclean will transform your oven and
put the sparkle back into your kitchen!

v Friendly, professional and reliable

v Completely safe, eco-friendly cleaning system

v No fumes, no mess, no bother

v Removes grease, fat and burnt on carbon deposits from:

® Ovens o Filters ® Hobs © Grills ® BBQ’s ® Ranges
e Extractors ® Microwaves ® AGA's

We can also repair your electric oven or hob.
Repairs include, element replacement,
thermostats and fan motors.

Call Owen Rowlands today to book
your oven clean/repair on:

07445073 648 or 08008407127

www.ovenclean.com

i

DESIGN NATION

We don't just sell kitchens & bedrooms -
we tailor unique designs & bring them to life

www.dnation.co.uk

01279 777279

3 enquiries@dnation.co.uk

Local Specialist - Free Consultation & Planning Service

C. W Electrical

Rewires
Alterations
Additions
Domestic

Part P registered
Telephone: 01763 271 647

clivewebb@cwelectric.co.uk

(Herts.) Ltd.

Commercial
Industrial

Testing

PV Solar Systems

NICEIC registered

Mobile: 07968 493 364
www.cwelectric.co.uk
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We are passionate about music and
we love to teach:

* Piano

+ Vocals
« Music production
« Composition

Church of Saint Richard of Chichester

St Richard of Chichester Catholic Church
3 Station Road, Buntingford SG9 9HT
Telephone 01992 623156

Parochial Administrator: Father John Cunningham
Parish Deacon: Paul O'Connor

Regular Services at St Richard's Buntingford
Mass - Sunday 9.15am

Mass - Tuesday 7.30pm

Holy Hour - Friday 5.00pm

Services at St Thomas's Puckeridge
Mass - Sunday 11.00am
Mass - Thursday 12.30pm

If you would like your child baptised, to get married, or to find out about the other sacramental
programmes, please speak to the priest or deacon after one of the masses.

Further information is available on the parish website: parish.rcdow.org.uk/buntingford/
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NHS|

Screening Programmes

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm

Hertfordshire Abdominal
Aortic Aneurysm (AAA)
Screening Programme

Men of Hertfordshire don’t miss out on
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm screening.
1in 70 men will have an Aneurysm.
Can you spare 10 minutes?

It could save your life

Chest
Heart

Aorta with an Aneurysm

Abdomen

If you are over 65 and have not had this scan
please call 01727 897 719 for an appointment

at a clinic near you
ﬁQUALITY
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N G[JO Member of

Buntingford Civic Society

Q
0O /t* Reg. Charity No. 1014873
http://www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk

WHO ARE WE?

We are your local amenity group, established in March 1971 initially as a conservation group
covering the ancient parishes of Buntingford, Layston, Aspenden, Wyddial and Throcking.
We obtained charity status in 1993.

Our main aims are to secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement of features
of historic and public interest within the locality and endeavour to promote high standards of planning
and architecture while our archives are a source of reference on local geography and history.
Over the years, the Society has broadened its interests within the community. Whilst conservation
issues will always be important to us, we now try to take a greater interest in many other local
organisations and activities.

WHAT HAVE WE DONE?

Publish the Buntingford Journal
Restored the town pump twice.
Previously restored the Town Cage
Initiated erection of Christmas lights in the High Street and Market Hill
Present an annual school civic award
Updated the set of Town Trails with the Discovering Buntingford booklet.
Erected a Town Sign and replaced it on a like for like basis in 2018
Installed a seat on the hill to Layston Cemetary and paid for works at the Layston Cemetary
Erected Town Gateway signs complete with Planters and currently pay for the plants
Contributed financially to the Freman College sports hall, Buntingford Film Club, previous
Buntingford Carnivals, and to the Summer Arts in Buntingford 2022 weekend, and gave a
grant to the Friends of the River Rib and Quin
Paid for the Local History Group competition prizes in 2023
Done River Rib and town cleans
Fitted a sign in the Police Station Community Garden and paid for new plants there in 2019.
Were actively involved with the production of the Neighbourhood Plan
Arranged four Buntingford in Bloom competitions
Updated the circular walks on local footpaths leaflet in 2017
In 2024 have paid for roses in memory of Queen Elizabeth Il at the new cemetery, with a
plaque to follow
Hosted 2 annual Civic Day walks

WHAT ARE WE PLANNING TO DO?

Monitor future housing development and continue to work with local organisations for the benefit of
Buntingford, including the River Rib Project. We are now sourcing a replacement plaque for
The Cage, and a tidy up at the Community Garden at the Police Station

TO JOIN PLEASE SEE THE MEMBERSHIP FORM ON OUR WEBSITE
www.buntingfordcivic.org.uk.
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Landscaping & Garden Materials |
GRAB/MUCK AWAY SERVICE

e s &

Small enough to care... Large enough to cope

When you are looking to make improvements to your home it's vital you pick
a supplier that's got all the credentials you need to get your materials to site
on time, every time.

Bricks & Blocks

We provide a delivery service which is second to none working for large %
national house builders, construction firms right down to self builders A EcoTherm s‘a:-a
throughout the Hertfordshire area. SRR

We are happy to supply to the trade and retail customers.

Tel 01763 273932

www.jackpouiton.co.uk

Poulton Building Supplies is a trading name of Jack Poulton & Sons Ltd

Landscaping

Poulton Building Supplies, Home Farm Haulage & Storage Depot, Aspenden Road
Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 9FG email: enquiries@jackpoulton.co.uk
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Fchiropractors?/ \
Osteopaths ‘\
Physiotherapy L1 )
Massage TOUCH Oli y 700U/
Audiology i §
Podiatry | \ Beauty Salon & Skin Specialists.
Hypnotherapy I Eatlin ; - Elemis, Murad, CACI Synergy, Microneedling,
ISpeech Therapy]|| 2 i Cryotherapy, LVL lashes, Massage,

Nutrition o i B Manicures & Pedicures.

Aoupuncture B 38 High Street « Buntingford T: 01763 271122
GP Services ghotr untingtora 1

Pilates & Tai Chi ; Www.touchofglamou'r.co.uk
EMDR (@touchofglamourbuntingford

M Rome Joinery Ltd
Throcking, Buntingford

- Behawviaur

Consultancy Your local established

Joinery company
. 1-1 training
Quality bespoke

»  Group classes Kitchens, Conservatories, Doors,
Windows, Staircases, Barn
= Fullyinsured Conversions, Listed Buildings
etc ...

Coached by a qualified

professional Mat Rome
Tel/Fax: 01763 287507
Contact: Jack BSc (Hons) Mobile: 07814 838460
jack petting@outlook.com . .
07824 903618 email: mat@mromejoinery.co.uk
wwwjacksdogbehaviour.com | \yebsite: www.mromejoinery.co.uk

Learn

My Way

Learn how to use the internet

Learn My Way has free learning for you to gain digital skills to stay safe and
connected.

https://www.learnmyway.com/
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BUNTINGFORD

—HEATING—

\

IRB SRS
SERVICES

ACCURATE ANSWERS.. ..

E: enquiries@@rbtaxation.com

T:01763 847222

G @ @ www.rbtaxation.com

Complete Garden Service

Block paving driveways,
Patios, Decking,
Brickwork, Fencing,
Garden Maintenance,
Grass and Hedge Cutting.

Please contact Greg Pettitt for a free quotation

Mob: 07947 960 783 Email: gregpettittcgs@aol.co.uk
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Aarers in Hertfordshire
.Suppar-t Hub

Where: Buntingford Town Council (The Manor House),
High Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AB

When: Last Tuesday of each month,
10.30am-12.30pm

Come along and meet other family and friend carers, share
your views, and find out what help is available locally.

28th Jan | 25th Feb |25th Mar |29th Apr |27th May |24th Jun

29th Jul 26th Aug |30th Sept |28th Oct |25th Nov |No meeting
in Dec

One of our Carer Support Advisors will provide 1:1 appointments
at some meetings.

A programme of speakers will be planned as requested - find out about
these on the Carer Support Hubs page on our website or contact us.

There are also monthly groups in Ware (last Friday of the
month) and Royston (first Thursday of the month) contact us

for details.

To contact us:

Call: 01992 58 69 69 '
Email: contact@carersinherts.org.uk aa Y\e & 5
Visit: www.carersinherts.org.uk in Hertfordshire

charity registration number 1085491

Making dorers Count
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Advertising in the Buntingford Journal

Your advert can be full colour, black and white or plain text. We can accept most
common file formats including png. Jpeg, pdf, doc, docx or plain text. There is no
additional charge for updating or changing your advert. If you do not have any suit-
able advertising copy then we can usually produce something for you based on a
sketch or business card.

Advert size is a multiple of a '/; page, where a '/; page is 6.4 cm wide by 4.75 cm high.

The current cost is £6.00 per '/; page per issue
e.g. one half page for a year (10 issues) =4 x '/; pages @ £6 x 10 issues = £240.

Most advertisers take a full year but shorter periods are available with costs on a pro
rata basis.

For a small additional charge, your advert can be placed on the Civic Society and
Buntingford Journal websites with a link to your website.

For more information call Keith Edwards on 01763 272 032 or

email advertising@buntingfordcivic.org.uk

For one-off adverts or to advertise a specific event, contact the Journal editor, Anne
Wright, email journal@buntingfordcivic.org.uk. Adverts for charitable or community
events are normally free of charge.

CURWENS

We are your local expert Solicitors

Whatever your requirements we provide specialist legal services tailored for the individual
needs and circumstances of you or your business

()
Residential Property
Family Law
Dispute Resolution
Wills, Probate and Lasting Power of Attorney

Commercial Property

Business Law

17 High Street, ROYSTON. SG8 9AA | Tel 01763 241261 | EnquiriesRoyston@curwens.co.uk
Offices also in Enfield and Hoddesdon

www.curwens.co.uk

W Sog,
VAW S0g,
e

A )
Le\\cel : " C : '.,\ ACCREDITED
Practice Management Standard L~ er;\ﬁatyancmg A () Family
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CareQuality
Commission

This truly is an

exceptional home.

Layston Grove relative carehome.co.uk review quote

In arecent survey of all our care homes, when asked
‘| feel supported to look and feel my best,
94% of residents agreed.

anchor

Who Cares? We do, and we always will.

3 weeks for 2 on shorter stays*

Considering care? We're only a friendly
callaway 01763 580 069
or visit www.anchor.org.uk/LaystonGrove

Layston Grove care home
Keen Avenue, Buntingford SG9 9SU




Locks Stock & More

your local friendly Hardware & Locksmith Service
45q, High Street, Buntingford SG9 9AD

Our shop is bigger than you think so please pop in and have a look

Room 1:
Light Bulbs, sealants, plumbing, electrical, glues, cleaning items,
batteries, bits and pieces...and more

Room 2:
Paint: Interior, exterior, metal, Frenchic (furniture paint), paint
tools/cleaning items, hardware tools, hinges, door décor, body
protectors...and more

Room 3:

Key Cutting, locks, bird seed, pet food, kindle, fire lighters, craft
items, candles, garden, pest control...and more

01763 448170 info@locksstockandmore.co.uk E3 Locks Stock & More

Practical Wisdom:.
Caring Advice.
Results.
JUDI.(INS Offices in Buntingford & Hertford
Solicitors
e Conveyancing
e Family
et ;%‘?Z'f!'ﬁé'ﬁi’ﬁ_'to e Inheritance disputes
houseff;cr)lcc)jjé:Zl-ge»r;f;rrsdsh|re - Probate
www.judkins-solicitors.co.uk | mail@judkins-solicitors.co.uk
T: 01763 448152 | Judkins Solicitors, Manor House, Buntingford SG9 9AB

CALL NOW FOR A CONFIDENTIAL FIXED FEE APPOINTMENT
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aNeST ‘ The Clinic

Leah Claydon
For a" your BSc, MRCoP, MRCoP, MFPM RCPS

. . BSc (Hons) Lic Ac, MBACC
design & print

requirements

E design@churchlanecreative.com 01763 772502

T +44(0)1763793290
churchlanecreative.com : IEﬂht'ﬂ}'dGH Com

Podiatrist & Acupuncturist

30+ years experience

CREATIVE Tt SHCan:misr-:-:d
THAT Two Twits Barns, Anstey 5G9 OFD
CARES

% ﬂ Personal Training, Venue
Bunti ngfo rd Exercise Classes, Online
Exercise Classes and Pre
& Stortford Recorded Workouts
Hybrid & - L T Toopg Sog s
Studio = Q) zoor|

Keoping pooplo fit sinco 1998

Fitness Pilates
Tuesday 10am / Tuesday 6:30pm / Thursday 10am via ZOOM
Monday 7:15pm Layston School, Buntingford (with Cardio HIIT £10)
Wednesday 7:15pm Layston School (£6 or with strength HIIT £10)
Thursday 10am Seth Ward Community Centre
Friday 10am The Scout Hut (£6 or with Full Body Workout £10)

A class that increases muscular balance and strength, improve

posture, core and back strength

Please call: 01992 552955

e AERIALS & SATELLITE
INSTALLATIONS/REPAIRS

e TV REPAIRS (OLED, LCD, LED)

e TV WALL MOUNTING &
SOUNDBARS

e WIFI SYSTEMS & DATA
NETWORKING

e CCTV & WIRELESS BURGLAR
ALARM SYSTEMS

o STARLINK INSTALLATIONS 2

STARLING

Varity Full Body Workouts
Cardio HIIT Mon 6:30pm Layston School (£6 / £10 with Pilates at 7:15)
HIIT Tuesday 6pm / Sunday 10am via ZOOM
Strength HIIT Wed 6:30pm Layston School (£6 or £10 with Pilates)
Full Body Friday 11am The Scout Hut (£6 or £10 with Pilates at 10am)
Cardio (non impact or impact), Strength, Toning & Balance, each
week a different class

Dance Fit
Thursday 9:15am-10am Seth Ward Community Centre (£6 or £10 with
Pilates at 10am)
Dancing is great for losing weight, maintaining strong bones,
improving posture & muscular strength, increases co-ordination and
beats stress

WWW. hertfordtvse rvi ce.co.u k All equipment provided, just bring yourself and water.
ZOOM classes available as payg £5 or £20 per month subscription
Unit 1B, Foxholes Avenue, Hertford SG13 7JG All classes are £6 pay as you go
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS EST 1979 Personal Training on a one to one basis using a variety of equipment in
ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED your Home. One to One Pilates also available.

P! 07956 647806 www.jacqui-smith.net theteam@jacqui-smith.net
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FUN, FITNESS & FRIENDSHIP WITH ROYSTON RAMBLERS

W TR

Do you enjoy the outdoors and have recently found yourself with more time on
your hands? How about joining the Royston Ramblers?

We are a friendly group who enjoy walking, making new friends, and seeing
beautiful countryside and wildlife throughout Hertfordshire & Cambridgeshire.

Our year-round Tuesday and Thursday morning walks are 5- 7miles, while
Sunday’s range from 9-12 miles. During the summer we also organise shorter
walks of 3-4 miles on Wednesday evenings.

Royston Group is led by a band of experienced leaders, so all you need to do as
a member, is turn up at a set time and location, generally within 20 miles of
Royston, and enjoy the walk.

If you are interested, come along and see how you get on, with no obligation to
join. You can view our walks programme and contact the walk leader, at
www.ramblers.org.uk/royston and they will be pleased to welcome you or tel:
07734 111225 for further details.
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C OUNTRY MAIDS

DOMESTIC CLEANING SERVICES

Let us take Care of your Housework . . ..

e Spring Cleans e Carpet Cleaning
o Weekly or 2 Weekly )ﬁQ
regular Cleans &

Telephone: 01763 272908

PLUMBING & HEATING LTD

« Boiler servicing » Underfloor heating » Hot water cylinders
« Complete central heating systems including gas, LPG & oil
e Complete bathroom refurbishments including tiling

Call: 01763 274717 Mobile: 07966 078371 \ A
jamie@sjsplumbingandheating.co.uk s & T
www.sjs-plumbingandheating.com &S

Arthony Fhwes Ll

French Polishing ~ Floor Sanding Services
~ furniture ~ staircases ~ panelling ~ floors ~
Mobile : 07790 696631
E-mail : howespolishing@gmail.com
Website : www.ahowespolishingandflooring.co.uk I—
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HSME ?
START f5 D
& South Cambriggeshire ? 20

QUIZ (b,

Saturday, 22nd February

arrive by 6:45 pm for a 7:30pm start
at

N

Seth Ward Community Centre 2.0

q n Teams of up to 6 people welcome
. (don't forget to give your team a quirky name!)

Can't get a team together but still want to join in the fun?
Contact us and we will include you in a team!

Tickets: £13.50 per person

(includes supper - fish, chicken, sausage or veggie option & chips)

*Book your tickets by 10th February*

Telephone 01763 262262 to book your tickets
or email events@hsrsc.org.uk

Home-Start Royston, Buntingford & South Cambridgeshire
Charity No. 1105385
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Visit the

Looking For a perfect night's sleep? We stock the leading brands like We Make It Easy

At Deans we treat our customers like

For over 45 years, our family-run
business has been your go-to
destination for beds and mattresses.

Relyon, Sealy, Dunlopillo, Rest Assured,
Silentnight and Sleepeezee, ensuring
you get the best quality and comfort.

Family. Our knowledgeable team will help
you select the best furniture or mattress

for your needs. Plus, our free delivery

Whether you need a traditional pocket Beyond Beds service is always to your

sprung mattress, the latest in foam Explore our extensive collection of room of choice and
technology, or even a customized size, home furnishings, from bedside tables includes unwrapping,
welll help you find the perfect solution and wardrobes to dining tables and assembly and
for a restful night. sofas, featuring renowned brands removal of

including Tetrad. packaging.

Handy Location & Parking
Just off the A602 in Stonyhills
with FREE PARKING on site

Recycling service
for old furniture

Convenient Opening
7 days a week inc bank holidays

Deans Furnishers
Stonyhills, Ware SG12 OHJ
01920 468887 - deansfurnishers.com

Open Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 10am-Tpm
Bank Holidays 10am-3pm
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Digital Skills Group

c 7
Community Alliance
BROXBOURNE & EAST HERTS

in

Buntingford

Booking is essential!
Call 0300 123 1034 to join

Want to master your computer, tablet or phone?
Join our FREE, friendly, and volunteer-led group
to build your digital skills today!

~

Our Digital Champions will
teach you how to do simple
things such as:

Navigate your devices
with ease

Online shop

Access virtual
appointments

Stay connected with
friends & family
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P
At The Manor House, High
Street, Buntingford, SG9 9AB

r

Mondays
10:30am to 12:00pm

13th January, 10th February,
10th March, 14th April, 12th
May, 9th June, 14th July, 8th
September, 13th October, 10th
November, 8th December 2025

\

All you need is your

charged device!
g0
&
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SIGN UP
TO WIN A
£100
VOUCHER

UPHOLSTERY | CABINET | FABRIC | REFURBISHMENT

Come and visit our Ware showroom to see a huge
range of our bestselling cabinet and upholstery

Choose from a wide selection of upholstery
designs in tweeds, velvets, leathers and more...
Online woodbros.co.uk Showroom in Ware
01920 469241 Marsh Lane, Ware, Hertfordshire, SG12 9QH

*T&Cs. The Winter Sale discount and voucher applies only to Wood Bros full price items and cannot be
used in conjunction with any other promotion. The sale runs from Ist January to 28th February 2025.
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THE LUXURY BRAND
WATCHES & JEWELLERY

BESPOKE JEWELLERY
ENGAGEMENT RINGS
WEDDING RINGS
JEWELLERY REPAIRS
WATCH REPAIRS

LUXURY WATCH SALES
& SOURCING

WE BUY UNWANTED & BROKEN
JEWELLERY AND WATCHES

37 HIGH STREET, BUNTINGFORD
07833757229
LAURENCE@THELUXURYBRAND.CO.UK
WWW.THELUXURYBRAND.CO.UK
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